
Changes on cards
Pakistan, who have already qualified for the final, are expected to 
make changes to their playing XI when they take on Sri Lanka in their 
last league game of the ODI tri-series at Gaddafi Stadium Lahore on 
Tuesday.

— Story on Page 7
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Zamung Kor, Hospital sign child care MoU
The Model Institute for Street Children (Zamung Kor), Peshawar, and Dr Khwaja Younus Hospital 
and Rehabilitation Centre have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to strengthen 
cooperation in children’s mental health, medical treatment, drug addiction rehabilitation and care.

Detailed story on Page 2

With faith, discipline and 
selfless devotion to duty, 
there is nothing worthwhile 
that you cannot achieve.

— Muhammad Ali Jinnah

Govt increases petrol 
price by Rs1.54 per 
litre, diesel by Rs2.16

STAFF REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: The federal government 
has increased the price of petrol and 
high-speed diesel (HSD) by Rs1.54 
and Rs2.16, respectively, while keep-
ing petrol prices unchanged in the 
latest fuel price revision.

Following the adjustment, high-
speed diesel will be available at 
Rs395.82 per litre, while petrol will be 
sold at Rs379.25 per litre.

According to a notification issued by 
the Petroleum Division, the revised 
prices will remain in effect for October 
27.

Imran sisters’ 
detention extended 
by another 30 days, 
LHC told
LAHORE: The Punjab government 
has extended the detention of jailed 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
founder Imran Khan’s sisters, Aleema 
Khan, Uzma Khan and Noreen Niazi, 
by another 30 days, the Lahore High 
Court (LHC) was told on Monday. 
A government lawyer submitted a 
report prepared by the Punjab home 
secretary to the court in connection 
with a petition seeking the release of 
the former premier’s sisters.

Aleema was detained under Section 
3 of the Maintenance of Public Order, 
1960 (MPO) on September 20 in 
Lahore and shifted to Kot Lakhpat jail. 
A day later, her sisters, Noreen and 
Uzma, were detained under 3-MPO, 
following a recommendation from the 
police. The detentions came ahead of 
PTI’s nationwide protest, including 
a planned long march on Islamabad 
on September 27 to demand the 
release of Imran and supremacy of the 
Constitution.

Aleema’s son, Shahrez Khan, filed 
a petition in the LHC on October 
20, challenging the detention of the 
former premier’s sisters. During the 
previous hearing on the petition, the 
LHC had summoned the Punjab home 
secretary and the superintendent 
of Kot Lakhpat jail in person on 
October 28. During the hearing, the 
petitioner’s counsel had told the 
court that the detention orders for all 
three detained sisters had expired on 
October 19 and 20.

Meanwhile, the government lawyer 
told the LHC that the deputy com-
missioner had sent a proposal to the 
Punjab government recommending 
a further extension of their deten-
tion. — DNA

TEHRAN: Saudi Arabia’s Defence Minister Prince Khalid bin Salman Al-Saud, Chief of Defence Forces Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir, and Turkiye’s intelligence chief Ibrahim Kalin 
during their meeting with Iran’s president, foreign minister, and National Security Council head in Tehran on Monday. 

Makkah Alliance, Iran agree 
to sustain regional peace talks
CDF Munir meets Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian alongside senior officials 
during his visit to Tehran
TEHRAN: Chief of Defence Forces and 
Chief of Army Staff Field Marshal Syed 
Asim Munir joined senior officials from 
Iran, Saudi Arabia and Turkiye in Tehran 
on Monday, where the four countries 
agreed to continue dialogue to strengthen 
regional cooperation.

The first four-way meeting, requested 
by Pakistan, focused on regional coopera-
tion, the US-Israeli war against Iran and 
its consequences, Iranian state media 
reported.

The meeting was hosted by Major 
General Mohsen Rezaei, secretary of 
Iran’s Supreme National Security Council, 
and was also attended by Iranian Foreign 
Minister Abbas Araghchi, Press TV 

reported.
The joint statement said Saudi Defence 

Minister Khalid bin Salman, Field Marshal 
Munir and Turkish intelligence chief 
Ibrahim Kalin participated in the meeting.

The participants agreed to continue dia-
logue to strengthen cooperation among 
the four countries, including on regional 
peace and security.

Earlier in the day, the Inter-Services 
Public Relations (ISPR) confirmed that 
Field Marshal Munir was visiting Tehran.

The delegations also met Iranian 
President Masoud Pezeshkian, who said 
Tehran supported any agreement that 
strengthened unity among Muslim coun-
tries and promoted constructive coopera-

tion in West Asia.
Pezeshkian urged regional countries 

to focus on shared interests and areas of 
cooperation, saying differences should 
not hinder common goals. He also called 
for greater economic cooperation to help 
regional countries meet one another’s 
needs and withstand external pressure.

The talks come after nearly eight 
months of war following US-Israeli at-
tacks on Iran in late February, prompting 
Tehran to blockade the Strait of Hormuz. 
The conflict has roiled global markets and 
energy trade.

An April ceasefire brought an end to the 
initial phase of intense bombardment, 
but the two sides have continued to vie 

for control of the strait, through which 
around a fifth of the world’s oil and liq-
uefied natural gas used to travel.

The war has since spread across the 
region to include fighting between Saudi 
Arabia and the Houthis in Yemen, who 
have attacked airports and oil facilities 
in the kingdom.

Saudi Deputy Minister for Public 
Diplomacy Dr Rayed Krimly confirmed 
that the kingdom’s defence minister 
was heading a delegation to Tehran on 
Monday. ”The visit comes as part of the 
continued efforts by the Makkah Joint 
Defence Agreement countries for de-es-
calation between parties involved in the 
ongoing crisis,” Krimly said in a post on X.

Pakistan will defend 
Saudi Arabia with ‘full 
force’, says defence 
minister

STAFF REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: Defence Minister 
Khawaja Asif has said Pakistan will 
defend Saudi Arabia with “full force”, 
stressing that the kingdom’s defence 
is as important to Islamabad as pro-
tecting its own territory.

Asif made the remarks while 
discussing regional diplomatic efforts 
involving Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Iran 
and Türkiye amid tensions involving 
the Houthis.

“It is incumbent upon us that we 
defend Saudi Arabia,” the defence 
minister said, after Chief of Defence 
Forces and Chief of Army Staff Field 
Marshal Syed Asim Munir joined 
senior officials from Iran, Saudi Arabia 
and Turkiye in Tehran , where the four 
countries agreed to continue dialogue 
to strengthen regional cooperation.

Referring to attacks targeting Saudi 
Arabia, he added: “We will defend 
Saudi Arabia with full force.”

Asif said Pakistan’s relationship with 
Saudi Arabia went beyond formal 
agreements and Islamabad would 
extend its full support to Riyadh.

“Just as the defence of Pakistan 
is paramount, the defence of Saudi 
Arabia is equally paramount for us,” 
he said.

The minister also referred to an 
agreement under which, he said, three 
countries had made a written com-
mitment to jointly respond whenever 
there was a threat covered by the pact.

“God willing, now that three coun-
tries are involved, by agreement also, 
we will defend each other’s territory 
against any foreign aggression,” he 
said.

Asif was responding to a question 
about a meeting in Tehran involv-
ing Pakistan’s army chief, the Saudi 
defence minister and Turkiye’s intel-
ligence chief, and whether the discus-
sions were linked to Houthi attacks 
or the possibility of a wider conflict 
involving the United States and Israel.

The defence minister said his as-
sessment was that the initiative was 
more closely related to developments 
concerning Saudi Arabia, though the 
possibility of US action was also likely 
discussed.

Former army chief Abdul Waheed 
Kakar passes away in Rawalpindi
CDF Munir, all ranks of army pay tribute to late 
general’s ‘distinguished military career, leadership’

STAFF REPORTER

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff (COAS) 
and Chief of Defence Forces (CDF) Field 
Marshal Asim Munir on Monday ex-
pressed deep sorrow over the passing 
of former COAS (Retd) General Abdul 
Waheed Kakar who passed away in 
Rawalpindi, the Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR) said.

According to the military’s media wing, 
CDF Munir, along with all ranks of the 
Pakistan Army, paid tribute “to the late 
general’s distinguished military career, 
leadership and invaluable services to the 
Pakistan Army.”

“The Pakistan Army shares the grief of 
the bereaved family and offers its heart-
felt condolences,” the ISPR said, adding, 
“May Allah Almighty grant the departed 
soul highest the place in Jannah and give 
the family strength and patience, Ameen.”

General Kakar served as the fifth COAS, 
appointed by former prime minister 

Nawaz Sharif on 12 January 1993. Upon 
the completion of his three-year tenure, 
he retired in 1996.

Political leaders condole death
President Asif Ali Zardari expressed grief 
over General Kakar’s passing, conveying 
“heartfelt condolences and sympathy to 
the family.”

He also extended prayers for the 
late general’s forgiveness. “May Allah 
Almighty grant the deceased a place in 
His mercy,” the president’s X account 
posted.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif also 
expressed “deep grief and sorrow” over 
General Kakar’s passing, paying tribute 
to “his invaluable services to the Pakistan 
Army,” the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) 
said.

It added that PM Shehbaz extended 
heartfelt condolences and sympathy to 
the bereaved family. “May Allah Almighty 
grant the departed a high place in His 
mercy and give the bereaved the strength 
to bear this loss, Ameen,” the PMO said.

Federal Minister for Parliamentary 
Affairs Dr Tariq Fazal Chaudhry in a 
post on X said he was “deeply saddened 
and grieved” to hear of General Kakar’s 
passing.

“The national services of General (R) 
Abdul Waheed Kakar and his invaluable 
contributions to the Pakistan Army will 
always be remembered with honour and 
respect,” Chaudhry said, adding that the 
general’s “demise is a great loss for the 
country.”

Samar Bilour urges UN to 
resolve Kashmir dispute

PROVINCE REPORT

PESHAWAR: Adviser to the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister on 
Information and Public Relations Samar 
Haroon Bilour has described October 
27, 1947, as a black day in the history 
of Kashmir, when Indian forces occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir.

In her message on Kashmir Black Day, 
she said the day reminded the world 
of the Kashmiri people’s unwavering 
struggle for freedom, immense sacrifices 
and firm commitment to their right to 
self-determination.

Samar Haroon Bilour said the people 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa deeply shared 
the pain and struggle of their Kashmiri 
brothers and sisters. She added that the 
province had always stood for the rights 
of oppressed nations, justice, peace and 
human dignity.

She said solidarity with the Kashmiri 
people was not merely a formal ex-
pression but reflected shared human 
values and a firm belief in the right to 
freedom.

Expressing concern over reports of 
human rights violations, extrajudicial 

killings, enforced disappearances and 
illegal arrests in Indian-administered 
Jammu and Kashmir, she urged the in-
ternational community to take effective 
notice of these violations and ensure the 
protection of the Kashmiri people’s fun-
damental rights.

She maintained that no nation’s voice 
could be suppressed through force and 
oppression, adding that the Kashmiri 
struggle reflected the fundamental right 
of every nation to freedom, justice and 
determining its own future.

The adviser urged the United Nations 
and the international community to play 
their role in resolving the Kashmir dis-
pute fairly in accordance with relevant 
UN Security Council resolutions.

She reaffirmed that the people of 
Pakistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa val-
ued the sacrifices of the Kashmiri people 
and would continue supporting their le-
gitimate right to self-determination.

She stressed that a peaceful and just 
resolution of the Kashmir dispute was es-
sential for lasting regional peace and that 
the Kashmiri people must be allowed to 
decide their future in accordance with 
their aspirations.

Governor directs timely completion of Peshawar development projects
STAFF REPORTER

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim Kundi on 
Monday directed the authorities to en-
sure the timely completion of develop-
ment projects under the Peshawar Master 
Development Plan, stressing improved 
traffic management, better civic facilities 
and the gradual shifting of electricity ca-
bles underground across the provincial 
capital.

Chairing a meeting at the Governor 
House, the governor reviewed progress 
on development schemes, traffic man-
agement, road rehabilitation, construc-
tion of underpasses, parking facilities, 
anti-encroachment measures and other 

initiatives aimed at improving urban in-
frastructure and public amenities.

Adviser to Governor on Finance Tariq 
Mahmood Pasha, Adviser on Local 
Government Asif Rafiq, Chief Secretary Dr 
Muhammad Fakhare Alam Irfan and other 
senior officials attended the meeting.

The meeting was briefed on the 100-
day and 180-day targets of the Peshawar 
Master Development Plan, ongoing devel-
opment projects and the future roadmap.

Officials informed the meeting that 
completion of Phase-I and Phase-II of the 
Ring Road Missing Link, construction of 
underpasses, installation of electric poles, 
streetlights and cable infrastructure were 
among the key 100-day targets. Three un-
derpasses have already been completed, 

while the Pishtakhara and Jameel Chowk 
underpasses are nearing completion. 
Work is also underway on the installa-
tion of electric poles, lighting, rehabilita-
tion and cabling along Ring Road and GT 
Road at a cost of Rs500 million.

The Governor was also briefed on pro-
jects for the rehabilitation, upgradation 
and construction of 35 major roads in 
Peshawar. Construction work on the sec-
ond level of the Pir Zakori Flyover and ex-
pansion of Nasir Bagh Road is in progress, 

while consultants have been hired for un-
derpasses at University Road, Ram Das 
Chowk and Lahori Chowk under Phase-I.

The meeting was informed that the New 
Peshawar Bus Terminal, spread over 323 
kanals, would soon be made operational 
under a public-private partnership model. 
It also reviewed proposals to clear debris 
within two days after anti-encroachment 
operations and convert reclaimed land 
into landscaped public spaces with green 
areas. The participants also discussed the 
possibility of developing shopping malls 
or residential flats at old bus terminal 
sites.

The Governor directed the authorities 
to initiate work on a citywide plan for 
shifting electricity cables underground, 

saying the move would not only enhance 
the city’s appearance but also help curb 
electricity theft.

He also ordered priority recarpeting 
of University Road and called for beau-
tification of canal roads on the pattern 
of Lahore through modern lighting and 
landscaping.

The meeting also discussed traffic con-
gestion, parking plazas, Regi Model Town 
and bottlenecks caused by central medi-
ans on Dalazak Road, Charsadda Road 
and Circular Road. Officials informed the 
meeting that no rickshaw or Qingqi had 
been registered since 2016 due to the 
absence of the required legislation, while 
the proposed e-challan system also came 
under discussion.



Tuesday October 27, 2026 2 Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Mian Athar completed 
his PhD in Computer 
Science

BUREAU REPORT

PESHAWAR: Mian Athar Naqash 
has completed his PhD in Computer 
Science from Qurtuba University of 
Science and Information Technology, 
Peshawar Campus, by defending 
his research dissertation at a public 
defense here the other day.

His doctoral research focused on 
discovering biomedical information 
associations, which deals with analys-
ing healthcare data and identifying 
relationships among different types of 
biomedical information.

22nd batch completes 
training at Bajaur 
Traffic Driving School

ANWAR ZADA GULYAR

BAJAUR : The 22nd batch of trainees 
at the Bajaur Traffic Driving School has 
successfully completed its training, and 
certificates were distributed among 
the participants at a ceremony held on 
the occasion. Addressing the ceremony, 
DSP Traffic Sohail Salar said that the 
primary objective of establishing the 
driving school is to educate citizens 
about modern traffic laws, safe driving 
practices, first aid, and responsible road 
behaviour. He emphasized that such 
training can help reduce road accidents 
and protect precious human lives. He 
further stated that trained drivers could 
play a vital role in protecting not only 
their own lives but also those of others 
by adopting responsible driving prac-
tices on the roads. He expressed hope 
that the newly trained drivers would 
apply the principles they had learned 
in their daily lives and contribute to 
establishing a safer traffic system.

VC Bacha Khan University Charsadda provides 
expert guidance on NRPU research proposals

MARDAN: Prof. Dr. 
Khan Alam, Vice 
Chancellor of Bacha 
Khan University 
Charsadda, 
visited Women 
University Mardan 
today to provide 
expert guidance to 
faculty members 
on strengthening 

their National Research Program for Universities (NRPU) research proposals. The session was 
attended by Prof. Dr. Razia Sultana, Vice Chancellor of Women University Mardan, and Ms. 
Haleema Ikram, Director of the Office of Research, Innovation and Commercialization (ORIC). 
During the session, Prof. Dr. Khan Alam reviewed research proposals submitted by faculty 
members and provided valuable feedback on research objectives, methodology, significance, 
originality, and overall proposal quality to enhance their prospects of securing research fund-
ing. The initiative reflects Women University Mardan’s commitment to promoting research 
excellence, strengthening faculty research capacity, and enhancing opportunities for securing 
external research funding. OUR CORRESPONDENT

VC University of Malakand assures faculty of 
meritocracy, justice, and support for research

OUR CORRESPONDENT

MALAKAND: Professor Dr. Muhammad 
Idrees, Vice Chancellor of the University 
of Malakand, has assured faculty mem-
bers that merit, transparency, and justice 
will remain the guiding principles of his 
administration. He also pledged full in-
stitutional support for faculty members 
and students, emphasizing that students 
are the university’s primary stakeholders 
and that research excellence is essential 
for academic progress.

He expressed these views during his first 
formal interactive session with faculty mem-
bers, organized by the Office of Research, 
Innovation and Commercialization (ORIC), 
University of Malakand. The session focused 
on guiding faculty members in prepar-
ing and submitting research proposals 
under the Higher Education Commission’s 
(HEC) National Research Programme for 
Universities (NRPU), along with discuss-
ing strategies to improve the success of 
research funding applications.

Professor Dr. Muhammad Idrees brings 

extensive academic, administrative, and 
research experience to the University of 
Malakand. Having served the University 
of the Punjab for the past 26 years, he has 
also held the position of Vice Chancellor 
at two prominent universities in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa: the University of Hazara 
and the University of Peshawar. He as-
sumed the vice chancellorship of the 
University of Malakand on October 5, 
2026. He is also recognized for his contri-
butions to microbiological research and 
his leadership of an international micro-
biology research centre at the University 
of the Punjab.

The ORIC organized the session to ben-

efit from the Vice Chancellor’s extensive 
research experience and to share his 
insights with the university’s academic 
community. During his address, Professor 
Dr. Muhammad Idrees reflected on his 
professional experiences, observations, 
and the historical development and future 
prospects of research culture in Pakistan. 
He encouraged both early-career and ex-
perienced researchers to actively explore 
research opportunities, develop innova-
tive ideas, and prepare competitive ab-
stracts and proposals for the HEC’s NRPU 
and other research funding programmes.

He further highlighted the importance 
of identifying relevant funding agencies 

and research-supporting organizations, 
urging faculty members to develop pro-
ductive research networks and pursue 
collaborative projects. He assured the 
faculty of his full support in strengthen-
ing research activities and creating an 
enabling academic environment at the 
University of Malakand.

The interactive session provided fac-
ulty members with an opportunity to 
engage directly with the Vice Chancellor, 
raise questions, and share their concerns 
in a friendly and inclusive atmosphere. 
Responding to their queries, Professor Dr. 
Muhammad Idrees categorically reaffirmed 
his commitment to merit-based decisions 
and equitable treatment, stating that no 
compromise on merit would be tolerated 
during his tenure.

Emphasizing the university’s core mis-
sion, he observed that students are its 
foremost stakeholders. “We are here be-
cause of our students. Our respect, dig-
nity, and positions are associated with 
them. Therefore, students must remain 
our first and foremost priority,” he said. 

Zamung Kor, Hospital sign child care MoU
PROVINCE REPORT

PESHAWAR:The Model Institute for 
Street Children (Zamung Kor), Peshawar, 
and Dr Khwaja Younus Hospital and 
Rehabilitation Centre have signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
to strengthen cooperation in children’s 
mental health, medical treatment, drug 
addiction rehabilitation and care.

The MoU was signed by Dr Sahar 
Fawad, Chief Executive Officer of Dr 
Khwaja Younus Hospital, and Abdullah 
Khan, Director of Zamung Kor.

Under the agreement, both institutions 
will work together to provide counselling, 
treatment and support to children resid-
ing at Zamung Kor who require psycho-
logical care. 

The hospital’s services will also be 
utilised for the treatment, rehabilita-
tion and psychological support of chil-
dren affected by drug addiction who 
are placed under the protection of 
Zamung Kor through Child Protection 
Court orders.

The agreement aims to improve chil-
dren’s mental and psychological well-be-
ing, facilitate the effective rehabilitation of 
children affected by drug addiction, and 

help them return to a healthy, safe and 
dignified life.

The MoU marks an important step 
towards strengthening institutional co-
operation in child protection, treatment 
and rehabilitation. Both institutions have 

reaffirmed their commitment to provid-
ing need-based medical care, psychologi-
cal support and rehabilitation services to 
help children overcome challenges and 
become confident, independent and re-
sponsible members of society. 

TUJ meets Information Adviser to 
discuss journalists’ welfare

ANWAR ZADA GULYAR

BAJAUR : A delegation of the Tribal 
Union of Journalists (TUJ), led by its 
President Hasbanullah, met Adviser 
on Information Mahmood Jan Babar to 
discuss issues faced by press clubs, par-
ticularly in the tribal districts, including 
grants, available facilities, and the wel-
fare of journalists.

The meeting was attended by TUJ 
General Secretary Muhammad Jamil, 
Finance Secretary Dildar Hussain, Press 
Secretary Anwarzada Gulyar, Executive 
Council members and senior journalists 
Qazi Fazlullah, Haji Pazeer Gul, Zahid 
Wazir, and others.

Speaking on the occasion, Adviser on 
Information Mahmood Jan Babar em-
phasized the need to set aside differences 
and make collective efforts to promote 
journalists’ welfare, address their con-
cerns, and resolve the issues faced by 
press clubs. He expressed his commit-
ment to giving due attention to journal-
ists’ welfare initiatives and addressing 
matters related to press club grants and 
other facilities.

The delegation briefed the adviser on 
the challenges faced by journalists in the 

tribal districts and the needs of press 
clubs. It stressed that providing adequate 
facilities and taking effective measures for 
journalists’ welfare are essential to en-
able them to perform their professional 
responsibilities and promote independ-
ent journalism.

The TUJ delegation assured the adviser 
that the organization would continue to 

play its role on every relevant forum to 
protect journalists’ rights, promote their 
welfare, and help resolve the problems 
faced by press clubs. The delegation also 
expressed hope that continued engage-
ment and cooperation with the relevant 
authorities would lead to practical pro-
gress in addressing the challenges con-
fronting the journalist community.

Karak police arrest 
three suspected drug 
dealers

RAUF KHATTAK

KARAK: Acting on the directives of 
District Police Officer (DPO) Karak 
Niaz Khan, City Police conducted an 
effective search and strike operation 
against drug dealers and criminal 
elements, arresting three suspects and 
recovering a total of 7 kilograms of 
hashish and a pistol.

According to police, the operation 
was carried out under the supervision 
of SHO Karak City Zafar Ali Khan as 
part of efforts to curb drug trafficking 
and maintain law and order in the 
district.

The arrested suspects were identi-
fied as Riaz Aslam, a resident of Kanda 
Karak; Shahzaib, a resident of Dubb 
Bego Khel; and Mehtab, a resident 
of Sart Khel. Police recovered 7 
kilograms of hashish and a pistol from 
their possession.

Cases have been registered against 
the suspects under relevant legal pro-
visions, and further legal proceedings 
are underway.

DPO Karak Niaz Khan stated that 
indiscriminate action against drug 
dealers and other criminal elements 
would continue across the district. 

DC Kohat orders faster 
public services

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOHAT: Deputy Commissioner 
Muhammad Nawaz Wazir has conducted 
surprise inspections of government of-
fices at the KDA District Complex on 
Monday, reviewing staff attendance, 
cleanliness, office discipline and public 
service delivery.

Wazir visited the health, education, 
revenue, excise and taxation, routine 
immunisation and Regional Transport 
Authority offices, where he received 
briefings on departmental performance, 
official records and ongoing administra-
tive matters. 

He also interacted with the visitors to 
seek feedback on public services, diffi-

culties faced by citizens and the conduct 
of staff.

The Deputy Commissioner directed the 
officials to eliminate unnecessary delays 
and procedural hurdles, ensuring that 
public grievances were addressed on a 
priority basis and citizens had easier ac-
cess to government services. Expressing 
satisfaction with staff attendance and 
cleanliness, he stressed the need for 
transparency, accountability and disci-
pline in government offices.

DC urged the officials to discharge their 
duties with professional integrity and en-
sure the timely and effective delivery of 
public services. Officers from the relevant 
departments accompanied him during 
the inspections.

Grand Aman Jirga held in 
Tank

TANK: A Grand Aman Jirga was held in 
Tank under the chairmanship of District 
Police Officer (DPO) Tank, Abdul Samad 
Khan.

The Jirga was attended by representa-
tives of the district administration, secu-
rity forces, District Development Council 
member Irfan Kundi, Ulema-e-Karam, 
elders, and citizens.

The participants emphasized joint ef-
forts for establishing lasting peace in the 
area and further strengthening coordina-
tion between the police and the public.

During the Grand Aman Jirga, held for 
the establishment of peace in District 
Tank, the current law and order situation 
and public issues were discussed. People 

from different schools of thought partici-
pated in the Jirga, chaired by DPO Tank 
Abdul Samad Khan, and presented their 
suggestions for the restoration of peace.

The participants said that for lasting 
peace in the area, the police, district 
administration, security institutions, 
and the public will have to play their 
role together. The Jirga also highlighted 
the importance of mutual consultation, 
public cooperation, and effective liaison 
between the police and citizens.

The citizens termed the holding of the 
Grand Aman Jirga a welcome step and 
expressed hope that this initiative would 
help improve the law and order situation 
in the area and remove public concerns.

VC of University of Haripur visits Abdul 
Wali Khan University Mardan

OUR CORRESPONDENT

MARDAN: Vice Chancellor of the 
University of Haripur, Professor Dr. 
Sajid Rashid Ahmed, visited Abdul Wali 
Khan University Mardan, where he met 
with Chairman of the Department of 
Education, Professor Dr. Muhammad 
Idrees, and Additional Director of the 
Quality Enhancement Cell, Abrar Hussain 
Umarzai. Provost Pir Asfandyar was also 
present during the visit.

During the meeting, the participants 
discussed higher education, teaching 
standards, research activities, and ways 
to strengthen academic and research 
collaboration between universities. They 
also highlighted the importance of pro-
moting quality education, creating new 
research opportunities, and improving 
academic and administrative practices 
at universities.

Professor Dr. Sajid Rashid Ahmed has 

extensive experience in higher educa-
tion, research, and university adminis-
tration. He previously served as a Dean 
and Professor at the University of the 
Punjab, Lahore. He has also served as 
Vice Chancellor of the University of Okara 

and the University of Kamalia.
The visit aimed to strengthen academic 

ties between universities, facilitate the ex-
change of knowledge and experience, and 
explore opportunities for mutual coop-
eration in higher education and research.

Wafaqi Mohtasib’s 
swift intervention 
ensures release of 
pending eobi arrears 
to resident of mardan

STAFF REPORTER

PESHAWAR: Mr. Amresh Khan, a 
resident of Mardan, lodged a complaint 
with the Wafaqi Mohtasib against 
the Employees’ Old-Age Benefits 
Institution (EOBI) regarding the non-
payment of his arrears for September 
2025. The complainant stated that 
he had completed all the requisite 
codal formalities for the release of the 
outstanding amount. However, despite 
the passage of more than one year, the 
concerned agency had failed to release 
his arrears. Taking prompt notice of the 
matter, the Wafaqi Mohtasib Regional 
Office, Peshawar, intervened to address 
the complainant’s grievance. As a result 
of this swift and effective interven-
tion, the concerned agency released 
the pending arrears, providing the 
complainant with long-awaited financial 
relief. The case was investigated by Ms. 
Anjum Bibi, Assistant Advisor, Wafaqi 
Mohtasib Regional Office, Peshawar, 
while implementation of the findings 
of the Honourable Wafaqi Mohtasib 
was ensured by Mr. Muhammad 
Alamzaib, Deputy Advisor. Expressing 
his gratitude, Mr. Amresh Khan thanked 
the Honourable Wafaqi Mohtasib of 
Pakistan, Mr. Naveed Kamran Baloch, 
and the Regional Head, Mr. Muhammad 
Qasim Jan, for their prompt interven-
tion, speedy resolution of his complaint, 
and provision of free-of-cost justice.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. 
Muhammad Qasim Jan, Regional Head, 
Wafaqi Mohtasib Regional Office, 
Peshawar, reiterated the institution’s 
commitment to safeguarding the rights 
of citizens, particularly senior citizens 
and pensioners, in matters relating 
to Federal Government departments 
and agencies. He emphasized that the 
Wafaqi Mohtasib is dedicated to pro-
viding transparent, speedy, and free-
of-cost administrative justice to the 
public at their doorstep. Members of 
the public facing maladministration or 
undue delays in Federal Government 
departments and agencies may lodge 
their complaints by visiting the Wafaqi 
Mohtasib Regional Office, Peshawar, 
through the online complaint reg-
istration system, or via the official 
WhatsApp number 0310-8147713.
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China stood by 
Pakistan in every 
difficult time: Asma

STAFF REPORTER

RAWALPINDI: Asma Butt, 
Chief Executive of Dolphin 
Communication, said that China 
is a great example of friendship, 
sincerity, and mutual cooperation 
for Pakistan. The entire Pakistani na-
tion is grateful to Chinese President 
Xi Jinping and the people of China 
for standing by Pakistan in every 
difficult time and upholding their 
longstanding friendship. She said 
that the Pakistani nation never 
forgets the support of its sincere 
friends and always holds their con-
tributions in high regard.Asma Butt 
expressed these views in connection 
with the 2nd International Silk Route 
Festival 2026, which was attended 
by prominent personalities from 
various walks of life.She said that the 
Silk Route would play a significant 
role in strengthening Pakistan’s 
economy, promoting trade activities, 
and expanding cultural ties between 
Pakistan and China. Such interna-
tional festivals provide people from 
both countries with opportunities 
to understand each other’s cultures, 
traditions, and civilizational heritage, 
while also opening new avenues for 
trade and mutual cooperation.Asma 
Butt further stated that the friend-
ship between Pakistan and China is 
a shining example of trust, mutual 
respect, and standing by each other 
in times of adversity. She expressed 
hope that the Silk Route would 
further strengthen relations between 
the two friendly countries and create 
new opportunities for economic 
development, cultural harmony, and 
prosperity across the region.

Osman Saifullah Khan 
says KP has potential 
to be Pakistan’s 
energy superpower

STAFF REPORTER

PESHAWAR: Mr. Osman Saifullah 
Khan, Member Governor Advisory 
Council / Advisor P&D, has said that 
energy and development are inti-
mately linked, with a direct correla-
tion between per capita income and 
energy consumption. As countries 
become wealthier, they consume 
more energy per person.

He said Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has 
the potential to be Pakistan’s energy 
superpower, with vast hydro and 
hydrocarbon potential. It produces 
around 45% of Pakistan’s crude oil 
and contributes significantly to the 
country’s natural gas supply.

He regretted that over the last 
more than a decade, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa has failed to translate 
its gas resources into sustained 
growth in local gas use and 
industrial activity. The province 
has regressed in this respect, with 
consumption in the province down 
by almost 37% since 2014.

Mr. Osman Saifullah Khan noted 
that supply has also dropped 
slightly in this time, but there have 
been several promising new finds. 
The southern districts of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa provide more than 
150 MMCFD of vital natural gas 
that cooks meals, heats homes and 
powers industry in other parts of 
Pakistan.

Spare parts dealers alleged police 
protecting suspects of robbery case

STAFF REPORTER

PESHAWAR: Spare parts dealers Qasim 
Subhan and Fazal Subhan of Shoba 
Bazaar, Peshawar, have alleged that po-
lice are protecting the suspects instead of 
arresting them in a robbery case involv-
ing spare parts worth more than Rs100 
million, Rs600,000 in cash and two mo-
bile phones. The incident reportedly took 
place in broad daylight at Natak Market 
in Shoba Bazaar.

The traders accused DSP Shahenshah 
Khan of attempting to undermine the 
case and appealed to the Chief Capital 
City Police Officer (CCPO) Peshawar to 
take immediate notice of the matter and 
ensure justice.

Addressing a press conference at the 
Peshawar Press Club here on Monday, 
the two spare parts dealers, who belong 
to Jhagra Khushal Town, said they im-
port spare parts from Malaysia in ship-
ping containers and conduct business in 
Peshawar.

According to Fazal Subhan, he was pre-
sent at his shop in Natak Market, Shoba 
Bazaar, with his two sons at around 
2:00 pm last Friday when 13 armed 

men stormed the 
premises. The as-
sailants allegedly 
held them hostage 
at gunpoint and 
began looting the 
shop.

Fazal Subhan 
alleged that Israr 

Ahmed, son of Sher Muhammad and a 
resident of Guldara Kakshal, and Bakht 
Muhammad, son of Abdul Hameed and 
a resident of Doranpur, Peshawar, were 
allegedly leading the armed men.

He claimed that the suspects removed 
spare parts worth more than Rs100 mil-
lion from the shop and loaded them into 
a Ford van.

They also allegedly took Rs600,000 in 
cash and two mobile phones belonging 
to his son, Hamza.

He said they had records and other evi-
dence relating to the incident.

The affected traders said that follow-
ing the robbery, they contacted Police 
Emergency 15 and the relevant police 
station. However, they alleged that the 
police arrived approximately two hours 
later, while police personnel inspected 

the scene at around 8:00 pm.
They said the delay in police response 

had caused them serious difficulties.
Fazal Subhan further alleged that they 

had provided the police with CCTV foot-
age and the names of the suspected 
perpetrators, but the name of an alleged 
suspect, Habib, was not included in the 
FIR. He maintained that despite provid-
ing all available evidence, the suspects 
had yet to be arrested, raising serious 
concerns about the prospects of receiv-
ing justice.

He accused DSP Shahenshah Khan and 
certain police personnel of protecting the 
suspects and attempting to weaken the 
case. He called for an impartial investiga-
tion by the relevant authorities to estab-
lish the facts.

Speaking at the press conference, 
Qasim Subhan alleged that they were 
summoned to the police station and 
made to sit before individuals who had 
no apparent connection with the case. He 
further claimed that they were asked to 
provide thumb impressions to facilitate 
the release of certain individuals and 
that videos of these proceedings were 
also recorded.

Clean and Green KP campaign 
launched in Swat

OUR CORRESPONDENT

SWAT: On the directives of the Chief 
Secretary Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, a month-
long special cleanliness campaign has 
been formally launched in Swat under the 
Clean and Green Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Campaign.

In this regard, a special awareness walk 
was held at the Deputy Commissioner’s 
Office under the leadership of Deputy 
Commissioner Swat Adnan Abrar and 
Chief Executive Officer of Water and 
Sanitation Services Company (WSSSC) 
Swat, Babar Khan Tanoli. Relevant offic-
ers and sanitation staff of WSSSC Swat 
participated in the walk.

Speaking to the media on the occa-
sion, Deputy Commissioner Swat Adnan 
Abrar said that the special cleanliness 
campaign would continue for an entire 
month. During this period, special clean-
ing operations would be carried out in 
all Village and Neighbourhood Councils 
falling within the jurisdiction of WSSSC 
Swat. Special attention would be given to 
the cleanliness of streets, roads, drains 
and public places to ensure a clean and 
healthy environment for citizens.

Referring to the ongoing anti-en-
croachment operation, the Deputy 
Commissioner made it clear that the 
district administration was committed 
to the complete removal of permanent 
and temporary encroachments. He said 
that several individuals were voluntarily 
removing encroachments along various 
roads across the district, including the 
Fizagat Bypass, while the remaining en-
croachments would also be removed in 
accordance with the law during the ongo-
ing operation.

He added that the common objective 
of the anti-encroachment operation and 

the special cleanliness campaign was to 
widen public passageways, keep roads 
clean, improve drainage systems and fa-
cilitate the smooth movement of citizens.

The Deputy Commissioner appealed to 
citizens and business owners to cooper-
ate with the administration in maintain-
ing cleanliness, disposing of waste at 
designated places and voluntarily remov-
ing encroachments.

“A clean environment, open roads, 
smooth traffic and a beautiful Swat 
are not solely the responsibility of the 
administration; they are our shared 
commitment.

DC Karak meets public under open door policy, directs early 
resolution of pending land acquisition cases

RAUF KHATTAK

KARAK: Deputy Commissioner Karak 
Hamid Iqbal met members of the public 
at his office under the Open Door Policy 
and listened to their complaints and con-
cerns. He issued orders for the resolution 
of certain issues on the spot, while direct-
ing the relevant officials to take immedi-
ate and effective measures to address 
other complaints.

The Deputy Commissioner assured the 
public that all possible steps would be 
taken to resolve their legitimate issues 
and provide them with relief. He empha-

sized that the timely resolution of public 
grievances is among the key priorities 
of the district administration and that 
negligence in this regard would not be 
tolerated.

Meanwhile, a meeting regarding pend-
ing Land Acquisition cases was held 
under the chairmanship of Deputy 
Commissioner Karak Hamid Iqbal. The 
meeting was attended by the Additional 
Deputy Commissioner Karak and officials 
from the relevant departments.

During the meeting, the concerned offi-
cials briefed the Deputy Commissioner in 
detail on pending land acquisition cases, 

the progress made so far, and the chal-
lenges hindering their resolution.

Deputy Commissioner Hamid Iqbal 
directed the relevant officials to take ef-

fective measures to resolve all pending 
cases on a priority basis. He stressed 
that all legal and procedural require-
ments must be fulfilled and that the 

cases should be completed within the 
stipulated timeframe.

He further instructed the concerned de-
partments to strengthen coordination and 
adopt a coordinated strategy to eliminate 
unnecessary delays and ensure the early 
completion of pending land acquisition 
cases.

Deputy Commissioner Karak Hamid 
Iqbal reiterated that the district admin-
istration would continue its efforts to ad-
dress public grievances, expedite official 
matters, and ensure the timely resolution 
of pending cases in accordance with the 
law.

ISLAMABAD: A view of massive traffic jam at I.J.P. Road due to a crane lifting out of order loading truck stand in the middle of road, in the Federal Capital. — PHOTO: ONLINE 

HMC holds PMOS 
awareness seminar

STAFF REPORTER

PESHAWAR: Hayatabad Medical Complex 
(MTI-HMC) hosted an awareness semi-
nar on Polyendocrine Metabolic Ovarian 
Syndrome (PMOS) at the PGMI Hall in 
Hayatabad. The seminar, held under the 
theme “Beyond the Ovaries, Beyond the 
Myths”, aimed to help women recognise the 
condition early and seek proper treatment.

The Female Physicians Society Pakistan 
organised the CME-accredited event with 
HMC and the Postgraduate Medical Institute 
(PGMI). Prof. Shamshad Begum was the 
chief guest. Prof. Shamshad Begum said 
PMOS is no longer understood as a 
problem of irregular periods or infer-
tility alone. It is a complex hormonal 
and metabolic disorder that affects the 
whole body. She urged women not to ig-

nore early warning signs and to consult 
a qualified doctor in time. She also called 
for an end to the myths and silence that 
keep many women from seeking care.

Prof. Dr. Bushra Rauf, In-charge Gynae 
“B” Unit at HMC, spoke on the causes, 
symptoms and management of PMOS. 
She said it can appear as irregular peri-
ods, acne and skin changes, weight gain, 
insulin resistance and increased cardio-
vascular risk. With timely diagnosis, life-
style changes and proper medical care, 
she said, most of these complications can 
be prevented or controlled.

Hundreds of teachers protest dismissals in Mardan, 
seek reinstatement or dues

AKHUNZADA FAZLE HAQ

MARDAN : Hundreds of male and fe-
male teachers dismissed by Khwendo 
Kor Organization, which operates with 
the support of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 
staged a protest outside the organiza-
tion’s regional office in Sheikh Maltoon 
Town, Mardan, on Monday.

The protesting teachers urged senior 
UNHCR officials to take immediate no-
tice of their dismissals and ensure their 
reinstatement or facilitate the payment 
of pension funds and other outstanding 
dues.

Addressing the protest, teachers Tufail 
Ahmad, Sajjad, Ms. Rubina, Ms. Safia and 
others said they had served in schools 
established in Afghan refugee camps 

under the management of UNHCR and 
Khwendo Kor Organization for periods 
ranging from 20 to 35 years.

They said that despite decades of 
dedicated service, they were suddenly 
informed of their dismissal through a 
phone call, without prior notice or ad-

equate arrangements for their future. 
The decision, they added, had pushed 
hundreds of teachers and their families 
into severe financial difficulties.

The protesters termed the dismiss-
als unjust, arguing that teachers who 
had devoted a significant part of their 

lives to educating children deserved 
fair treatment and proper financial ar-
rangements before being removed from 
service.

They said the decision had left their 
families facing an uncertain future and 
deprived their children of a secure 
livelihood.

The affected teachers appealed to 
the senior management of UNHCR and 
Khwendo Kor Organization to review the 
decision and either reinstate them or en-
sure the payment of pension benefits and 
all other dues in recognition of their long 
years of service.

They warned that if their demands 
were not addressed seriously, they would 
launch a protest movement to secure 
their rights and continue their struggle 
until their demands were met.
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CPEC 2.0: From Infrastructure to Industrialisation
SYEDA ZAINAB GILANI

For more than a decade, the China–
Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) has been a defining fea-
ture of Pakistan’s economic rela-
tionship with China. Its first phase 
prioritised energy generation, 
transport infrastructure, connec-

tivity, and the development of Gwadar, helping 
address constraints that had long limited eco-
nomic activity. As the partnership enters its next 
phase, however, a more consequential question 
emerges: how can these investments translate 
into a stronger and more competitive Pakistani 
economy?

The answer lies in industrialisation. Pakistan 
now needs to move beyond building the founda-
tions of economic activity and focus on expanding 
the productive capacity those foundations were 
intended to support.

CPEC 2.0 offers an opportunity to connect infra-
structure with industrial development, agricul-
tural modernisation, technological cooperation, 
and export growth. The key challenge is to ensure 
that these priorities produce tangible economic 
outcomes rather than remain a list of ambitions.

CPEC’s first phase helped address important in-
frastructure and energy constraints. Reliable elec-
tricity and improved transport links are essential 

for manufacturing, investment, and trade. Without 
them, businesses face higher costs and struggle to 
compete. These achievements form an important 
part of the corridor’s legacy. Yet infrastructure, 
however necessary, is not sufficient to transform 
an economy.

A highway can improve the movement of goods 
without increasing Pakistan’s production. A port 
can facilitate maritime trade without creating a 
competitive export industry. An industrial zone 
can provide land and facilities without ensuring 
that businesses establish sustainable operations.

This distinction should shape the next phase of 
the partnership. Pakistan has invested in impor-
tant economic assets; the priority now is to make 
those assets more productive. The World Bank’s 
research on Pakistan’s regional connectivity high-
lights the importance of complementary reforms, 
including more efficient customs procedures, 
lower trade costs, and stronger regional links, if 
infrastructure investment is to translate into wider 
economic gains.

The next stage should therefore be judged by 
what Pakistan can produce and sell, how efficiently 
its businesses operate, and whether domestic 
firms become more competitive.

The Pakistan–China Action Plan for 2025–2029, 
CPEC 2.0, prioritises industrial cooperation, special 
economic zones, agriculture, IT, and innovation. To 
turn these ambitions into results, Pakistan must 
attract competitive businesses that boost produc-
tivity, adopt modern technologies, and produce 
higher-value goods.

Pakistan’s approval of Karachi Industrial Park 
as a special economic zone on October 23, 2026, 
highlights renewed industrial ambitions. Its suc-
cess will depend on attracting businesses, creating 
jobs, and boosting exports, particularly in textiles, 

agricultural processing, engineering, electronics, 
and IT services.

The aim should not be to pursue every sector at 
once. Pakistan should prioritise commercially via-
ble industries and develop the skills, infrastructure, 
and supplier networks needed to support them. 
Special economic zones should be judged not by 
their size or number, but by the businesses they 
attract, jobs they create, exports they generate, 
and opportunities they provide for local suppliers.

Pakistan’s export challenge makes this shift par-
ticularly important. As the Pakistan Institute of 
Development Economics notes, CPEC investment 
must be supported by reforms to achieve sustained 
growth. Cooperation with Chinese enterprises can 
strengthen Pakistan’s technological capabilities, 
but foreign investment alone does not guaran-
tee technology transfer or build the skills of local 
workers and suppliers. CPEC 2.0 should promote 
knowledge transfer alongside production. Joint 
ventures can support technical training, supplier 
development, and university–industry partner-
ships, while technical institutes and researchers 
can help businesses address practical manufactur-
ing and agricultural challenges.

For Pakistan’s young workforce, this could cre-
ate opportunities to acquire skills relevant to a 
modernising economy. For domestic businesses, 
it could provide pathways to better production 
methods, stronger supply chains, and more so-
phisticated products. The objective is not imme-
diate technological independence, but a gradual 
and measurable improvement in the country’s 
ability to absorb, apply, and eventually develop 
technology.

The real value of an industrial partnership lies 
not only in what it produces today, but also in 
what the country becomes capable of producing 

tomorrow.
Pakistan and China should transparently assess 

industrial cooperation through operational pro-
jects, jobs, exports, local supplier participation, 
and workforce training. Governments, businesses, 
universities, and research institutions must work 
together, supported by predictable regulations, 
reliable utilities, efficient customs, and access to 
finance.

CPEC’s first phase laid important foundations. 
The next must deliver stronger Pakistani busi-
nesses, more competitive exports, skilled workers, 
and lasting industrial capacity. Ultimately, CPEC 2.0 
should be judged by how effectively it turns invest-
ment into sustained economic growth.

CPEC 2.0 offers 
an opportunity 
to connect 
infrastructure 
with industrial 
development, 
agricultural 
modernisation, 
technological 
cooperation, 
and export 
growth

President’s Germany Visit
President Zardari reaffirmed this position during his discussions in Berlin

President Asif Ali Zardari’s recent visit to Germany 
marks an important moment in Pakistan’s diplo-
matic engagement with Europe. Coming after a 
gap of 23 years and coinciding with the 75th an-
niversary of diplomatic relations between the two 
countries, the visit reflects a renewed determina-
tion to strengthen a longstanding relationship and 

explore opportunities in trade, investment, technology, healthcare 
and regional cooperation. At a time when Pakistan is working to 
strengthen its economy and expand its international partnerships, 
such diplomatic engagement carries considerable significance. The 
three-day visit, undertaken from October 22 to 24 at the invitation 
of German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier, provided an oppor-
tunity for both countries to reassess their relationship in light of 
changing economic and geopolitical realities. The warm reception 
accorded to President Zardari, including a formal guard of honour, 
reflected the importance Germany attaches to its relations with 
Pakistan. More importantly, the substantive discussions between 
the two presidents demonstrated a shared interest in translating 
diplomatic goodwill into practical cooperation.

Pakistan and Germany established diplomatic relations in 
October 1951. Since then, their partnership has developed 
across several fields, including trade, education, industrial co-
operation and development assistance. Germany has remained 
an important European partner for Pakistan, particularly in 
technological advancement, vocational training and human de-
velopment. However, there is considerable untapped potential in 
this relationship. President Zardari’s visit offered an opportunity 
to explore how the two countries can build upon their existing 
cooperation and respond to emerging economic challenges.

During his meeting with President Steinmeier, President 
Zardari called for a comprehensive expansion of bilateral rela-
tions, with particular emphasis on economic cooperation, emerg-
ing technologies, climate resilience, education and investment. 
His approach reflected an understanding that modern diplomacy 
must deliver tangible benefits. Pakistan needs partnerships that 
can strengthen its productive capacity, create employment op-
portunities and support sustainable economic growth. Germany, 
with its advanced industrial base and technological expertise, is 
well positioned to contribute to these objectives.

One of the most promising developments during the visit was 
President Zardari’s meeting with senior executives of Siemens’ 
healthcare business, including Executive Vice President Daniel 
Frisch. The discussions focused on expanding technological 
cooperation to improve Pakistan’s healthcare infrastructure. 
According to the Presidency, Siemens expressed its willingness 
to enhance its existing engagement in Pakistan through innova-
tive medical technologies, professional training and capacity-
building initiatives. The company’s representatives also indicated 
that they would visit Pakistan to pursue memoranda of under-
standing with local partners. The proposed cooperation includes 
technological solutions for the diagnosis and treatment of can-
cer, stroke and other serious medical conditions. Such initiatives 
could make a meaningful contribution to a healthcare system that 
continues to face serious challenges, particularly in rural and eco-
nomically disadvantaged areas. President Zardari’s emphasis on 
affordable and accessible healthcare was therefore particularly 
relevant. His observation that quality medical services should 
be available to every citizen, especially those living in poverty 
and remote areas, reflected an important development priority. 
The presence of Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah during the 
Siemens meeting also highlighted the importance of provincial 
participation in such initiatives. Since healthcare delivery largely 
falls within provincial responsibilities, successful international 
partnerships require close coordination between federal and 
provincial institutions. The objective should be to ensure that 
modern medical technologies reach hospitals and communities 
where they are most urgently needed.

President Zardari’s assurance of institutional cooperation 
through the Special Investment Facilitation Council was another 
encouraging aspect of the discussions. Pakistan has made consid-
erable efforts to attract foreign investment, in this regard SIFC can 
play an important facilitating role, provided investment proposals 
are pursued with transparency and translated into workable pro-

jects. Beyond healthcare, the visit highlighted opportunities for 
deeper economic engagement. Germany’s expertise in engineer-
ing, renewable energy, advanced manufacturing and vocational 
education offers valuable possibilities for Pakistan. The country’s 
young population represents a considerable economic resource, 
but its potential cannot be fully realised without investment in 
education, technical skills and modern industrial capabilities.

German experience in vocational training could be particu-
larly useful in this regard. Pakistan needs stronger connections 
between educational institutions and industry so that young 
people acquire skills relevant to contemporary labour mar-
kets. Cooperation between German technical institutions and 
Pakistani universities, training centres and businesses could help 
develop a more competitive workforce while opening opportuni-
ties for employment and entrepreneurship.

Trade must also receive greater attention. Germany is an 
important destination for Pakistani exports, but the relation-
ship has room for expansion. Pakistan must improve industrial 
productivity, product quality and compliance with international 
standards if it wants to increase its presence in European mar-
kets. Diplomatic engagement can create opportunities, but lasting 
economic gains will depend on the competitiveness of Pakistani 
businesses and the consistency of domestic economic policies.

Another important dimension of President Zardari’s visit was 
Germany’s acknowledgement of Pakistan’s growing diplomatic 
role in regional and international affairs. President Steinmeier 
appreciated Pakistan’s efforts to facilitate dialogue and contribute 
to the peaceful resolution of disputes, including its mediation 
efforts in the US-Iran conflict. President Zardari reaffirmed this 
position during his discussions in Berlin, emphasising that sus-
tainable peace requires constructive negotiations and respect 
for national sovereignty. The discussions also touched upon 
the Makkah defence pact involving Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and 
Türkiye. President Steinmeier’s interest in the agreement re-
flected the international attention surrounding emerging regional 
security arrangements. President Zardari explained that the pact 
was intended to strengthen collective deterrence and regional 
security rather than target any particular country.

Afghanistan was another important subject during the bilat-
eral discussions. President Zardari reiterated that Pakistan has 
no dispute with the Afghan people but cannot permit terrorist 
groups operating from Afghan territory to threaten its citizens 
or violate its sovereignty. Germany’s appreciation of Pakistan’s 
humanitarian assistance to millions of Afghan refugees over 
more than four decades was a welcome acknowledgement of 
the country’s longstanding contribution. The exchange also dem-
onstrated that Pakistan and Germany have common interests 
in addressing regional security challenges through cooperation 
and dialogue. Continued engagement on Afghanistan, migration 
and humanitarian issues can strengthen mutual understanding 
and contribute to broader regional stability. Equally significant 
was the emphasis placed on education, women’s empowerment, 
social protection and cultural exchanges. Germany has supported 
development initiatives in Pakistan for many years, and these 
areas offer considerable scope for further cooperation. Strong 
international relationships are not sustained by governments 
alone. They also depend on connections between universities, 
businesses, researchers, professionals and ordinary citizens.

President Zardari’s invitation to President Steinmeier to visit 
Pakistan was a constructive gesture that could help maintain 
the momentum generated by the Berlin meetings. The timing of 
this visit is particularly important for Pakistan. Economic pres-
sures, technological transformation and shifting international 
alliances have made diversified foreign partnerships increas-
ingly necessary. Pakistan cannot afford to view diplomacy merely 
through the traditional lens of political relations. It must use its 
international engagements to attract investment, expand exports, 
acquire technology and improve the quality of life of its citizens.

As Pakistan and Germany commemorate 75 years of diplomatic 
relations, they have an opportunity to give their partnership a 
more ambitious direction. The foundations of goodwill and mu-
tual respect already exist. What is needed now is the political 
commitment and institutional capacity to transform that good-
will into lasting cooperation.

Pakistan and 
Germany 
established 
diplomatic relations 
in October 1951. 
Since then, their 
partnership has 
developed across 
several fields, 
including trade, 
education, industrial 
cooperation and 
development 
assistance

JUNAID QAISER

How a house in Islamabad became an illegal 
hospital: the story of FIR No. 60/2026

AYESHA NOOR

On the night of October 14 and 15, 2026, the FIA and HOTA 
raided a private house in PWD Society, Islamabad. They 
found that a kidney transplant had just been done there. 
The donor and the patient were still inside the house. 
Both were taken to PIMS Hospital. The police registered 
a case as FIR No. 60/2026 on October 15 under the 
Transplantation of Human Organs and Tissues Act 2010 

and Pakistan Penal Code.
According to the FIA press release, the patient Mohammad Qasim paid 

3 million rupees for the kidney. The donor Ramzan Arshad, a brick kiln 
worker, was promised 400,000 rupees. Out of this, 340,000 was for him 
and 60,000 was commission for three agents.

The police recovered 1 million rupees cash from one accused named 
Zafarullah Khan. He told the investigators that he had already given 2 mil-
lion to Dr. Manzoor Hussain, who is named in the FIR as head of the team 
and is currently absconding. The FIA has frozen two houses worth 87.5 
million rupees, one in Media Town worth 62.5 million and one in Jinnah 
Garden Phase I worth 25 million. Three vehicles were also seized, including 
one Changan Oshan X7 and two Honda Civics. The FIA has written to banks 
to get the bank account details of the accused and is considering money 
laundering proceedings.

According to the investigation, the method used was that tissue typing, 
cross-match, PRA and HLA tests, which are normally done only for HOTA-
approved close relatives, were done through a hospital by submitting 
donor samples under the names of the recipient’s relatives with fake 
referral letters. Dialysis of recipients was arranged through a technician of 
a hospital in Islamabad, and if the patient’s condition became unstable after 
transplant, the patient was shifted to another hospital.

The FIA has said that the network included agents, a doctor, a nurse, an 
anaesthesia provider, medicine suppliers and lab facilitators, and it oper-
ated from private premises in PWD Society, Bahria Phase IV and Peshawar. 
Three accused, Zafarullah Khan, Shakeel Jamil and Najid were arrested 
from the spot, Usama Riaz was arrested the next day, and nurse Qurratulain 
Mahfooz Sadoozai is in jail. On October 20, the court declined FIA’s request 
for her physical remand and sent her to judicial lockup to be produced on 
November 3. Other nominated accused including Qasim, Shahid, Liaqat, 
Saleem Khan and Babar are still to be arrested and raids are continuing.

Teams from HOTA, the Islamabad Healthcare Regulatory Authority and 
the Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan inspected the facility and will 
submit separate reports. The case is being heard before Judicial Magistrate 
Shaista Khan Kundi, who granted four days physical remand of the four 
accused and fixed the next hearing on October 27.

Under the Transplantation of Human Organs and Tissues Act 2010, 
removal of human organ without authority can be punished with imprison-
ment up to ten years and fine up to one million rupees. If a registered medi-
cal practitioner is convicted, his name is reported to the Pakistan Medical 
and Dental Council for action including removal of his name from the regis-
ter for three years for first offence and permanently for subsequent offence.

This case is similar to another case at Quaid-e-Azam International 
Hospital where the Supreme Court granted bail to two doctors accused in 
an illegal kidney transplant case. According to that case record, the raid was 
conducted on May 19, 2026, and Rs 1.294 million cash was recovered. Most 
donors in that case were also reported to be kiln workers.

May Allah grant hidayat to these people who earn haram money from bad 
work.

The government should give strict punishment to such people so that this 
illegal work does not happen again. Because of such cases, children also 
get kidnapped and their kidneys and other organs are removed and sold 
illegally for money. The purpose of discussing this story is that many such 
stories are happening around us, so we should be aware of this kind of 
fraud to keep ourselves and our children safe.
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US ‘not serious’ about 
talks: Iran
Foreign ministry spox Esmaeil Baghaei says regional security talks must address US 
aggression, Israeli expansionism
TEHRAN: Iran accused the US on 
Monday of lacking seriousness in nego-
tiations, saying Washington has repeat-
edly confused diplomacy with imposing 
demands on Tehran.

“The American side is not serious 
about negotiations,” Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Esmaeil Baghaei said 
during his weekly news conference, 
as cited by the state-run IRNA news 
agency.

He accused Washington of repeatedly 
making false claims, recalling that US 
President Donald Trump had expressed 
support for negotiations shortly before 
the US military attacks on Iran in June 
2025.

“What do you call this? Do you see 
any goodwill in this approach?” he 
asked.

Baghaei said Tehran had not received 
any new European proposal for nego-
tiations beyond a political statement, 
criticising Britain, France and Germany 
for their positions during the conflict.

He accused the three countries of fol-
lowing Washington’s lead on the res-
toration of UN sanctions and failing to 

condemn military attacks against Iran.

No nuclear weapons
Baghaei reiterated that Iran had never 
possessed nuclear weapons or sought 
to acquire them, accusing Washington 
of using allegations about Tehran’s 
nuclear programme to justify military 
action.

He said Iran had negotiated in good 
faith and signed the 2015 nuclear 
agreement, but the US withdrew from 
it three years later.

The spokesman accused the US ad-
ministration of being influenced by 
Israeli claims about Iran’s nuclear 
programme, describing allegations 
that Tehran was developing a nuclear 
bomb as a justification for military 
aggression.

Missing Iranian pilots
Baghaei said Iran continued to hold 

Qatar responsible for clarifying the fate 
of three Iranian pilots whose aircraft 
were hit in the Gulf country.

“Until we have evidence of their 
deaths or receive precise information 

and documentation, we assume that 
the country where their aircraft were 
hit must be held accountable,” he said.

He added that Tehran was pursuing 
the matter in coordination with its mili-
tary leadership and through technical 
delegations and legal discussions.

Baghaei also confirmed that a Qatari 
delegation recently visited Tehran, say-
ing the trip involved bilateral coopera-
tion and regional mediation efforts.

He described such visits as normal 
during regional conflicts, noting that 
Qatar had sought to convey messages 
and present its positions.

Commenting on Israel’s upcoming 
elections and threats of military action 
against Iran, Baqaei accused Israeli pol-
iticians of competing over who could 
commit more crimes.

“It makes no difference to us who 
takes charge of a regime with a history 
of violence and killings,” he said.

Russia visit
The spokesman confirmed that 
President Masoud Pezeshkian would 
travel to Russia on Monday night to 

attend a summit of gas-exporting 
countries.

He said the visit would provide oppor-
tunities to strengthen energy coopera-
tion with Moscow and hold consultations 
with other major energy-producing 
countries. Baghaei also addressed bor-
der-related difficulties with Pakistan 
and Iraq, saying discussions with 
Islamabad were progressing positively.

He said Pakistan had described the 
issue as technical while also raising 
security concerns, including reports of 
planned attacks.

Regarding Iraq, he said Iranian dip-
lomatic missions were pursuing the 
matter, warning that US pressure on 
Baghdad could harm the Iraqi popula-
tion and bilateral relations.

Baghaei said Iran summoned the 
Italian ambassador on Sunday to ex-
press concern over the authorities’ han-
dling of protests in European countries.

He accused France, Belgium and Italy 
of using excessive force and restrict-
ing the right to protest, saying such 
measures were inconsistent with their 
human rights obligations.

After Vucic defeat, Serbia waits to learn 
how student-backed leaders will govern
Student-backed candidates won 52.7% of votes, ahead 
of Vucic’s alliance on 39.2%, with 99% counted

BELGRADE: Serbia woke to a new era 
on Monday after a student-backed pro-
test movement unseated longtime leader 
Aleksandar Vucic in a historic landslide 
election that sparked nationwide celebra-
tions, although few had an idea of how they 
would govern. Tens of thousands took to 
the streets of Belgrade and other cities and 
towns across Serbia after Vucic conceded 
defeat late on Sunday, capping two years of 
peaceful anti-government protests calling 
for the populist ruler to step down.

With almost 99% of votes counted, the 
students’ candidates had secured a com-

manding 52.7% of the vote, according to 
the State Election Commission, versus 
39.2% for Vucic’s Serbia Progressive 
Party (SNS)-led alliance.

That gives the students 139 seats in the 
250-seat parliament, leaving the SNS alli-
ance with 97, and the remainder held by 
minority parties. The constitution allows 
up to 90 days for the creation of a govern-
ment, once the parliament is convened 
after the announcement of final results 
by the State Election Commission.

“I thought it was unbelievable, I still do 
not believe it. It was too long, and (Vucic) 

was pressuring us for a long, long time,” 
said university administrator Marijana 
Radovanovic Pajovic.

Vucic dominated Serbian politics as 
prime minister or president from 2014. 
But he was swept from power by a list 
of student-backed candidates born out 
of anti-corruption protests following the 
deaths of 16 people in the collapse of a 
train station canopy in the city of Novi 
Sad.

Profound political shift
The students’ win marks a profound 
political shift in the country of some 6 
million people and is reminiscent of the 
defeat of Hungary’s Viktor Orban in April. 
It may also offer inspiration to other stu-
dent movements that have cropped up 
across Europe in recent weeks demand-
ing better education standards and pros-
pects. While the students’ candidates 
include university professors, actors 
and farmers, the movement is without 
a leader–a strategy employed during 
protests to avoid any smear attempts 
by the government. It is unclear who 
will become prime minister and assume 
other key positions in order to enact the 
students’ domestic agenda, which aims 
to root out graft and improve schooling, 
and manage the country’s place on the 
international stage.

Brazil’s Lula wins 
historic fourth term, 
Flavio Bolsonaro 
refuses to concede
SAO PAULO: Brazilian President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva won a historic 
fourth term on Sunday, the country’s 
electoral court said, in a shock result 
that defied polls, precedent and global 
anti-incumbent ​sentiment to put the 
brakes on a wave of right-wing elec-
tion victories across Latin America.

However, his opponent, Senator 
Flavio Bolsonaro, the eldest son of for-
mer President Jair Bolsonaro, refused 
to accept defeat and said ‌he would ask 
for the result to be annulled due to a 
Sunday ruling from a Supreme Court 
justice that extended voting for two 
hours.

Bolsonaro led the election’s first 
round but lost in the runoff by over 4 
million votes, rattling Brazilian finan-
cial markets which had bet on his vic-
tory. His refusal to concede defeat has 
echoes of his father’s reaction after 
losing to Lula in 2022. Jair Bolsonaro 
never accepted his loss and was later 
sentenced by the Supreme Court to 27 
years in prison for plotting a coup to 
remain in power.

The scale of Flavio Bolsonaro’s loss 
to ​Lula — by more than twice his 
father’s losing margin — and the fact 
his campaign also asked for an exten-
sion due to rains in the conservative-
leaning south make any annulment 
unlikely, analysts said. Mario Braga, 
a Latin America analyst at ​the risk 
consultancy RANE, said there could 
be right-wing protests in coming days, 
but “it’s very improbable that it will 
lead to the reversal of the result.”

Saudi-led coalition 
intercepts 3 drones 
over Riyadh, southern 
Saudi Arabia
RIYADH: The Saudi-led coalition said 
Monday it intercepted and destroyed 
three drones over Saudi Arabia’s capi-
tal Riyadh and southern region.

“Three drones were intercepted 
and destroyed in the Riyadh and 
southern region,” the coalition said in 
a statement.

It provided no further details on the 
drones’ origin or intended targets.

Earlier, Houthi ​group in Yemen said 
‌on Monday it had attacked Saudi 
Arabia’s East-West crude ​oil pumping 
stations ​and Riyadh airport, but there 
was no immediate ​Saudi confirmation.

The Saudi-led coalition in ​Yemen 
said earlier it had destroyed two bal-
listic missile launchers in ​the capital 
Sanaa, ​including one used to fire a 
‌missile towards Riyadh that the coali-
tion said it had intercepted.

The Houthis have been ​firing ​bal-
listic missiles and drones at Saudi 
airports, ports ​and oil installations, ​
turning US ally Saudi Arabia into a 
pressure point in ​the wider war.

Saudis say Riyadh airport partly reo-
pens despite renewed Houthi threats

Saudi Arabia said its main airport re-
sumed operations at two terminals ​on 
Sunday even as Yemen’s Iran-aligned 
Houthis vowed to keep striking the 
facility, which they called a “military 
target”. King ‌Khalid International 
Airport in Riyadh had halted op-
erations on October 10 following an 
attack claimed by the Houthis that 
killed 13 people, the deadliest in the 
kingdom in more than a decade.

Pir Mohiuddin meets Al-Azhar Scholar 
Dr. Muhammad in Cairo
The True Essence of Sufism Lies in Self-Purification, 
Good Character, Love, Brotherhood and Service to 
Humanity,” Says Pir Syed Mohiuddin Mahboob

TP REPORT

CAIRO: Naqeeb-ul-Ashraf, Islamic thinker 
Abu Zain Pir Syed Mohiuddin Mahboob 
Hanafi Qadri Kazmi Maturidi, Sajjadah 
Nashin of Khanqah Mahboobabad Sharif, 
Havelian, held an important scholarly 
and intellectual meeting with Dr. Sheikh 

Muhammad Muhanna, Professor of 
Sharia and Law at Al-Azhar University, 
in Cairo, Egypt. 

The meeting focused on the spiritual 
and ethical teachings of Sufism, the 
principles of Islamic preaching and out-
reach, the significance of the traditional 
Khanqah system, and its role in provid-

ing intellectual and spiritual guidance to 
the Muslim Ummah. During the discus-
sion, Dr. Sheikh Muhammad Muhanna 
highlighted the invaluable contributions 
of the scholars of Hadith in preserving 
Islamic knowledge, compiling and re-
searching the sayings of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon him), and 
transmitting the scholarly heritage of 
Islam from generation to generation. Pir 
Syed Mohiuddin Mahboob shared details 
of his scholarly and research endeavours 
and shed light on the outstanding contri-
butions of his revered father to Quranic 
exegesis, Hadith studies and Islamic 
research. 

He also highlighted the role of the 
Khanqah system in disseminating Islamic 
knowledge, nurturing spiritual develop-
ment and promoting social reform. The 
participants emphasised that the true 
essence of Sufism lies in the purification 
of the soul, noble character, love, broth-
erhood and service to humanity. They 
further observed that effective Islamic 
preaching must be based on sound 
knowledge, exemplary character and 
practical conduct. 

The meeting was considered an impor-
tant opportunity to strengthen scholarly 
dialogue, promote spiritual traditions 
and advance the dissemination of Islamic 
teachings in contemporary society.

Pope fit enough to make Latin 
America trip next month
Pope Leo’s South America tour will cover 31,000 
km across 10 cities, with 36 speeches planned

VATICAN CITY: Pope Leo’s trip 
to Uruguay, Argentina and Peru 
will go ahead, the Vatican said on 
Monday, indicating that Leo’s re-
covery from lung cancer surgery 
was on track and that he was fit 
enough to make the November 
6-17 ​journey.

The 71-year-old pontiff is recover-
ing from an October 13 surgery in 
which doctors removed the lower ​
lobe of his right lung and diagnosed 

him with lung adenocarcinoma, the 
most common form of lung cancer.

“The Holy Father’s recovery after 
the surgery continues, and the latest 
medical examinations ​attest to his 
good health and favorable clinical 
condition,” the Vatican said in a state-
ment, citing Leo’s ​personal physician 
Luigi Carbone.

“Based on his current clinical sta-
tus, as well as the instrumental and 
laboratory tests performed, there 

are no contraindications that would 
prevent him from undertaking his 
upcoming apostolic journey,” the 
statement said.

 Pope returning to familiar region
Leo’s South America tour is set to 

be one of the most intense foreign 
trips taken ​by a Catholic leader in 
decades. The pope is scheduled 
to travel some 31,000 km (19,300 
miles) over the 10-city ‌tour and give 
36 speeches.

The Vatican said the trip would 
proceed with no changes to the pre-
viously published agenda.

Leo had spent decades as a mis-
sionary in Peru before his prede-
cessor Francis called him back to 
Rome in 2023 and promoted him 
to Vatican positions, so the trip will 
mark a homecoming ​of sorts for the ​
first US pontiff.

“I am looking forward to returning 
to the continent where I’ve experi-
enced so many moments of my life,” 
he said in the Vatican message.

“May this journey be ​an occasion 
for us to open our hearts to one an-
other, strengthen ​our communion 
as brothers and sisters, and renew 
our commitment to proclaiming the 
Gospel with joy,” Leo said.

In its statement, the Vatican said 
Leo was “adjusting his daily sched-
ule in consultation with his doctors 
to prioritize his recovery while ​con-
tinuing to fulfil the responsibilities of 
his ministry.”

On Sunday, the ​pope addressed 
the faithful in St Peter’s Square, but 
on doctors’ advice he cancelled a 
day visit to the central Italian town 
of ​Assisi, which had been scheduled 
for Tuesday.

Study in Switzerland 
finds over half of 
participants see fake 
news as ‘major’ social 
issue
ZURICH: More than half of research 
participants in Switzerland consider 
disinformation a “major” social prob-
lem, expressing concern over misinfor-
mation, according to a study released 
Monday. The findings were published 
in the University of Zurich’s Research 
Centre for the Public Sphere and Society 
2026 Quality of the Media Yearbook, 
Swissinfo reported.

Some 56.5% of the participants view 
“fake news as a major social problem,” 
the report noted. The latest percent-
age represents a “significant” increase 
compared with five years ago, it 
added. The study found that more 
than half of respondents regularly 
encounter misleading information, 
particularly through social media, 
video-sharing platforms, and artificial 
intelligence chatbots.

Some 42% were classified as “news-
deprived,” referring to people who 
rarely follow current affairs or rely on 
fragmented information from social 
media, making them more vulnerable 
to conspiracy theories. Researchers 
found that relying exclusively on plat-
forms such as TikTok and Instagram 
offered no greater protection against 
conspiracy theories than avoiding 
news altogether. While overall news 
quality remained stable in 2025, 
media diversity declined, with 44.7% 
of national political coverage appear-
ing across multiple German-language 
publications.

The study also found that 57.7% 
of respondents considered public 
broadcasting important or very 
important.
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PSX recovers from policy rate-driven 
sell-off
Late buying lifts index up by 664 points despite 
50bps rate hike

KARACHI: Bulls returned to the Pakistan 
Stock Exchange (PSX) on Monday as buy-
ing re-emerged in index-heavy sectors in 
the latter half of trading, reversing the early 
fall amid anxiety ahead of the State Bank of 
Pakistan’s (SBP) policy rate decision. In the 
morning, trading started on a weak note as 
the KSE-100 index fell to 162,347.31, down 
27.56 points. Sentiment remained subdued 
over the lack of positive triggers while the 
Monetary Policy Committee’s (MPC) deci-
sion later in the day also weighed on mar-
ket mood. The benchmark index posted a 
gain of 663.59 points, or 0.41%, to close at 
163,038.47.

The market remained under pressure 
earlier in the session, with the index 
touching the intra-day low of 161,250.07. 
However, upward momentum in the latter 
half took it to the high of 163,477.09. In the 
afternoon, the SBP raised its policy rate by 
50 basis points to 12%, a move that would 
increase borrowing costs for businesses.

Meanwhile, international oil prices fell 
after surging last week but remained 
near six-month highs amid expectations 
of easing hostilities between the US and 
Iran. Persistent attacks on key oil pro-
ducer Saudi Arabia, however, kept inves-
tors wary and continued to cloud the 
outlook for global energy supplies.

According to KASB KTrade equity trader 
Ahmed Sheraz, the KSE-100 index closed 
up 664 points (+0.41%), recovering from 
the intra-day low of 161,250 to the high of 
163,477. Trading remained volatile amid 
earlier concerns over a potential 100-ba-
sis-point rate hike, while buying interest 
emerged later, particularly in cement, which 
helped the index recover to close in posi-
tive territory. Sector-wise, performance was 
mixed, where cement firms, investment 
banks and oil & gas companies contrib-
uted positively. UBL, Engro Holdings and 
Lucky Cement supported the upside, while 
Meezan Bank closed in the red.

Meanwhile, Brent crude hovering near 
$115 per barrel continued to fuel inflation-
ary concerns. Pakistan, alongside Saudi 
Arabia and Turkey, was pursuing media-
tion efforts with Iran as a delegation visited 
Tehran on Monday. Despite the positive 
close, investor sentiment may remain 
cautious amid elevated oil prices, regional 
mediation efforts, Israeli elections and the 
upcoming US midterm polls, Sheraz said.

“The market traded in both directions 
amid cautious investor sentiment ahead 
of the SBP’s MPC announcement, with 
market participants largely anticipat-
ing a 50-basis-point hike in the policy 
rate,” Arif Habib Limited Deputy Head of 
Trading Ali Najib commented.

Later, the central bank raised the policy 
rate by 50 basis points to 12%, in line with 
market expectations. The decision reflected 
heightened geopolitical risks stemming 
from the US-Iran conflict, which drove inter-
national oil and commodity prices higher, 
raising concerns over domestic inflation-
ary pressures. On the geopolitical front, 
Pakistan’s Chief of Defence Forces arrived 
in Tehran for high-level talks involving Iran, 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Turkiye.

SIMAP chairman visits 
MIDC-IST Centre

OUR CORRESPONDENT

SIALKOT: 
Surgical 
Instruments 
Manufacturers 
Association of 
Pakistan (SIMAP) 
Chairman Murad 
Arshad

with his 
executive team 

visited  Metal Industries Development 
Centre (MIDC) and Institute of 
Surgical Technology (IST), Centre of 
Excellence, Sialkot.

The delegation visited MIDC’s all  
workshops, observed live machining 
operations, interacted with machine 
operators, and appreciated their 
technical expertise and the centre’s 
machinery and facilities.

The deligation also visited IST work-
shops and daycare centre, expressing 
appreciation for the training environ-
ment and available facilities. They 
interacted with students enrolled 
in CBTA courses, including CAD, 
Surgical Instruments Manufacturing 
Technician, Machinist (Levels II–IV), 
and Welding (Levels II–III), discuss-
ing curricula, practical training, and 
industry-relevant skills.

The visit highlighted the shared 
commitment of MIDC, IST (COE), 
and SIMAP to strengthening indus-
try–institute linkages, promoting 
technical excellence, and preparing 
a skilled workforce to meet the 
evolving needs of the surgical instru-
ments industry.

National Savings 
mobilises Rs600 
billion at end of first 
quarter, targets 
Rs1.53trn for FY27
ISLAMABAD: The Central Directorate 
of National Savings (CDNS) has 
mobilised Rs600 billion between 
July 1 and October 15, meeting its 
target for the period and setting the 
stage for an ambitious Rs1.53 trillion 
resource mobilisation goal for the 
current fiscal year. The strong start to 
fiscal year 2026-27 reflects sustained 
demand for government-backed sav-
ings instruments, as the institution 
seeks to expand its investor base and 
strengthen domestic savings, accord-
ing to official sources. The annual 
target is part of the government’s 
broader efforts to channel household 
savings into formal investment 
avenues while providing citizens with 
accessible options for financial plan-
ning. CDNS is also pursuing measures 
to improve operational efficiency 
and broaden the reach of its savings 
products.

Expanding Shariah-compliant 
investment opportunities remains an-
other key priority. The institution has 
been increasing its focus on Islamic 
financial products to attract investors 
seeking savings instruments that 
conform to Islamic principles.

For fiscal year 2025-26, CDNS had 
set a target of Rs60 billion for Islamic 
savings instruments, reflecting its ef-
forts to strengthen its presence in the 
growing Islamic finance segment.

FFC secures top honors at ICAP-ICMA Best 
Corporate and Sustainability Reports Awards

ISLAMABAD: Fauji Fertilizer Company 
Limited (FFC) has once again demon-
strated its commitment to excellence in 
corporate reporting, securing 1st Position 
in the Chemical and Fertilizer Sector at 
the Best Corporate and Sustainability 
Reports Awards 2025, organized jointly 

by the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Pakistan (ICAP) and the Institute of Cost and 
Management Accountants of Pakistan (ICMA). The awards were announced at a ceremony 
held at the Marriot Hotel, Islamabad on October 25th, 2026. FFC also secured a place among 
the top five companies in the overall category, earning recognition alongside leading organiza-
tions across diverse sectors for the quality of its corporate reporting. FFC further reinforced it 
standing in sustainability reporting by securing 2nd Position in the Best Sustainability Report 
category. These achievements underscore FFC’s unwavering commitment to transparency, 
accountability, sound governance and sustainable business practices, reaffirming its position 
as an industry leader, while achieving stakeholders’ satisfaction. STAFF REPORTER

Saleem chairs meeting of Sweets and 
Bakers Association

MUHAMMAD REHAN

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: A meeting of 
Sweets and Bakers Association was held 
under the presidentship of President Haji 
Muhammad Saleem, in which General 
Secretary Rehan Azam, Senior Vice 
President Sohail Imran, Vice President 
Muhammad Ali, Press Secretary Ansar 
Abbas, Chairman Sufi Muhammad Jalil, 
Finance Secretary Muhammad Hanif, 
Sahil Rizwan, Muhammad Saad, Ghulam 
Rasool and other office bearers partici-
pated.In the meeting, office bearers said 
that with increase in prices of petrol and 
gas, raw material has also become ex-
pensive. Price of flour has increased from 
four thousand to seven thousand rupees, 
while price of ghee tin has increased from 
seven thousand to nine thousand rupees. 

Prices of milk, butter and other items 
have also increased. They said when 
prices of flour, sugar and ghee are not 
fixed, how can rates of items made from 
them be fixed? In current situation, it is 
difficult to supply items at official rates, 
therefore immediate meeting of District 
Price Review Committee should be called 

and rates should be fixed according to 
ground realities.Office bearers said that in 
Dera Ismail Khan, electricity remains off 
for 18 to 20 hours daily, while additional 
taxes are also being collected in bills. 

Business is being affected due to law 
and order situation and road closures. 
Demanding early completion of flyover 
work, they said increase in gas, electric-
ity prices and heavy taxes have increased 
difficulties of traders.In meeting, adminis-

tration was also demanded to investigate 
unverified and allegedly blackmailing-
based propaganda on social media. On this 
occasion, Association announced aid of 50 
thousand rupees for loss of shop of trader 
leader Haji Ashraf affected by fire, while it 
was also decided to provide financial as-
sistance individually. In meeting, proposal 
was presented that joint relief fund should 
be established to provide help to traders in 
case of any accidental loss.

Banking links sought 
with Ethiopia
FinMin, Ethiopian envoy also discuss energy, fertiliser risks and air connectivity

STAFF REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance 
and Revenue Senator Muhammad 
Aurangzeb and Ethiopia’s Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to 
Pakistan Dr Oumer Hussein Oba dis-
cussed improving financial and banking 
connectivity between the two countries 
to support greater trade and investment 
flows, at a meeting that also covered en-
ergy and fertiliser supply risks and air 

links.
The ambassador highlighted the impor-

tance of closer cooperation between the 
banking sectors, according to a statement 
issued on Monday. He was accompanied 
by Minister Counsellor Melaw Getachew 
and Political Diplomacy In-charge 
Kalkidan Tadesse.

The minister briefed him on reforms 
under way in Pakistan aimed at lasting 
economic stability and investment-led 
growth, and both sides discussed sharing 

development experience given similari-
ties in their economic structures.

Discussions covered bilateral trade 
and investment, regional and global 
economic developments, and the impli-
cations of ongoing conflicts for energy 
supplies, fertiliser availability and food 
security, including risks to agricultural 
production and economic activity. The 
two sides also discussed air connectiv-
ity between Pakistan and Ethiopia and 
its role in strengthening commercial and 

people-to-people links.
The minister reaffirmed Pakistan’s 

interest in strengthening economic re-
lations with Ethiopia, and both sides 
expressed commitment to continued 
engagement on trade, investment, finan-
cial cooperation and connectivity. They 
underscored the potential for sharing 
experiences and strengthening coopera-
tion to support economic growth. Matters 
of mutual interest, including connectivity 
and trade, were also discussed.

FPCCI dairy round table calls for immediate start of Islamabad Safe Milk City Pilot
Federal Minister Rana Tanveer Hussain attends as 
Chief Guest; industry calls for a dairy sector reform

STAFF REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: The Federation of Pakistan 
Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FPCCI) 
today held a Dairy Round Table Conference 
on “Dairy Sector Reforms” at FPCCI Capital 
House, Islamabad. Organized by the FPCCI 
Central Standing Committee on Dairy & 
Dairy Products, it called for the Islamabad 
Safe Milk City pilot to begin without delay 
and strengthen and properly regulate 
Pakistan’s safe milk laws to align with inter-
national benchmarks. Federal Minister for 
National Food Security & Research, Rana 
Tanveer Hussain, attended as Chief Guest.

The conference focused on three 
agenda: Dairy Sector Reforms and the 
Need for a Level Playing Field for the 
Industry; Safe Dairy: Securing the Future 
of the Formal Dairy Sector; and Dairy 
Sector Growth: Issues, Challenges and 
Their Solutions.

Welcoming the participants, Mr. Karim 
Aziz Malik, Chairman / Incharge FPCCI 
Capital Office, said that dairy is one of 
the largest and most important sectors 

of Pakistan’s economy. FPCCI is the plat-
form where industry and government sit 
together to discuss challenges of dairy 
sector and proposed the solutions. A 
safe, formal and competitive dairy sector 
can raise farmer incomes, protect public 
health and open new export markets for 
Pakistan

Addressing the conference as Chief 
Guest, Federal Minister Rana Tanveer 
Hussain said that safe and nutritious 
milk is central to the nation’s food secu-
rity and health, and that the government 
recognizes the dairy sector’s role in the 
livelihoods of millions of rural families.

Dr. Shehzad Amin, Convener of the 
FPCCI Central Standing Committee 
on Dairy & Dairy Products and Chief 
Operating Officer of PDA, said “Pakistan 
is among the world’s largest milk produc-
ers, and more than 8 million rural fami-
lies depend on livestock, which provides 
around 35 to 40 percent of their income. 
Consumers buy milk worth PKR 8.2 tril-
lion every year, out of which only PKR 372 
billion is captured by the formal segment, 

leaving nearly PKR 7.9 trillion locked 
within the informal market. Formalizing 
just a portion of this immense value car-
ries an economic potential of more than 
Rs 7.5 trillion. The sector’s potential is 
far greater than what we realize today, 
and reform is the key to unlocking it,” he 
said. He also highlighted that the formal 
dairy industry cannot compete on a level 
playing field while most milk escapes any 
regulation. “About 95 percent of Pakistan’s 
dairy sector is informal, with no safety or 
quality checks, no traceability and heavy 
loss of nutrients. A UVAS study found 
that 92% of loose milk samples failed to 
comply with quality and safety standards. 
The formal 5% is safe, tested, traceable 
and rich in nutrients. Two glasses a day 
deliver roughly 600 mg of calcium, about 
16 g of high-quality protein, plus vitamin 
B12, riboflavin, vitamin A, and potassium. 
Safe milk is not a privilege for the few; it 
is the right of every household. Safe Milk, 
Safe Nation,” he said.

What is at stake.
•	 Over 40% of children under five are 

stunted, 17.7 % are wasted and 28.9 
% are underweight.

•	 25.7% of women of reproductive age 
are severely vitamin D deficient.

•	 Pakistan spends approximately USD 
14 billion a year on healthcare, which 
drains revenue and slows growth.

The way forward. PDA set out three pil-
lars for formalizing the sector:

1.	 Farmer wellbeing: strengthen the live-
lihoods of more than 8 million house-
holds through genetic improvement, 
balanced feed and silage for small-
holders and preventive animal health 
services.

2.	 Foreign Direct Investment 
and Pakistan as the Last Dairy Frontier: 
Pakistan stands globally as the last major 
dairy frontier. With a colossal informal 
consumer base of PKR 7.9 trillion, for-
malizing the sector presents an unprec-
edented growth runway. Global dairy 

companies and international investors are 
eager to enter Pakistan as the last bastion 
of growth worldwide. Formalization will 
unlock massive Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI)—building on active interest already 
shown by partners in China, Saudi Arabia, 
and the UAE—to transform the landscape 
of our national dairy industry.

3.	 Export Growth as a 
Consequence of Yield Improvement: Yield 
enhancement directly drives export ca-
pabilities. By upgrading farm productiv-
ity, boosting animal performance, and 
formalizing processing channels, surplus 
high-quality production will expand far 
beyond the current USD 500 million ex-
port baseline.

Prime Minister’s Coordinator on 

Agriculture & Food Security Mr. Ahmed 
Umair highlighted the government’s focus 
on farmer welfare, livestock productivity 
and food security, while FPCCI Policy 
Advisory Board Chairman Mian Zahid 
Hussain, Sitara-e-Imtiaz, stressed that a 
level playing field and consistent policy 
are essential to attract investment into the 
dairy sector.

Immediate actions. The conference 
called for two immediate actions:

1.	 Enforce Robust Legislation: 
Strengthen and properly regulate 
Pakistan’s safe milk laws to align with 
international benchmarks.

2.	 Start the Islamabad Safe Milk 
City pilot now. PDA has prepared a com-
plete, detailed proposal and submitted it 
to the relevant stakeholders. Islamabad 
hosts 2.4 million residents, consumes 
about 700,000 liters of milk daily, and 
features 3,992 milk operators. Executing 
this pilot will provide every household 
with safe, tested, and traceable milk, inte-
grate operators into the formal economy, 
reduce milk-borne illnesses, and serve 
as a showcase for investors and interna-
tional markets. defining clear roles for the 
Capital Development Authority and the 
Islamabad Food Authority.

H.E. Dr. Oumer Hussein Oba, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia to Pakistan, called on Federal Minister for Finance and 
Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb. 
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Kane tipped to beat Yamal, Mbappe to Ballon d’Or glory
Alexia Putellas leads the women’s race as Bonmati’s 
three-year reign nears its end after injury setbacks
LONDON: Harry Kane is favourite to be-
come England’s first Ballon d’Or winner 
in 25 years when the award is presented 
in London on Monday, but he faces stiff 
competition from La Liga pair Lamine 
Yamal and Kylian Mbappe.

Alexia Putellas is the clear frontrunner 
to win the women’s prize for a third time, 
with Aitana Bonmati’s three-year reign 
set to come to an end after an injury-hit 
spell.

The ceremony to decide the world’s best 
male and female footballers is being held 
in London for the first time — 70 years 

after England winger Stanley Matthews 
was presented with the inaugural award.

Bayern Munich and England forward 
Kane struck a remarkable 73 goals in 65 
games for club and country last season, 
propelling the German giants to a league 
and cup double.

But semi-final exits in both the 
Champions League and at the World Cup 
in the United States mean a triumph for 
Kane at the London Palladium is far from 
certain.

“I’d love to be able to achieve something 
like that. It would be a massive milestone 

in my career,” said the 33-year-old former 
Tottenham forward.

“I think my wife would prefer to know 
and my family... it’s very stressful for eve-
ryone,” added the England captain.

Only four players from England have 
won the Ballon d’Or. Michael Owen was 
the last to triumph in 2001, following 
in the footsteps of Matthews, Bobby 
Charlton and Kevin Keegan.

Bayern coach Vincent Kompany praised 
Kane’s focus on his team, saying: “What 
made Harry happy the most in recent 
years is that he finally won his first team 
trophies here.

“Now if he can crown his career or his 
season with the Ballon d’Or, that would 
be deserved for the way he plays for the 

team.”
‘I deserve it’
Yamal finished second to Paris Saint-

Germain’s Ousmane Dembele last year 
and the 19-year-old Barcelona superstar 
seems destined to be a Ballon d’Or win-
ner one day.

However, a hamstring injury ended his 
club season early and he failed to show 
his most irresistable form during Spain’s 
World Cup triumph, which was built on 
impressive teamwork.

But that has not diminished his confi-
dence ahead of the ceremony.

“For me, Mbappe and me, we’re the two 
best players in the world,” Yamal said last 
month.

“I honestly think that, as the best in the 

world, maybe there are two of us, and this 
year I would deserve it because of what 
I’ve won.”

Mbappe, by contrast, boasts plenty of 
personal milestones without medals for 
either Real Madrid or France.

The 27-year-old was top goalscorer in 
La Liga, the Champions League and the 
World Cup without winning any of those 
trophies.

His 10 World Cup goals in North 
America made him the top goalscorer in 
the competition’s history, on 22.

“Being the all-time top scorer in World 
Cup history, overtaking all the great leg-
ends in the history of the sport in the 
most important tournament there is, is 
something that really stands out,” said 

Mbappe.
“Who am I voting for? Myself.”
The Ballon d’Or was established by the 

magazine France Football, with the first 
award given to Matthews in 1956.

One football journalist from each of the 
100 top nations in FIFA’s rankings is in-
vited to cast votes for their top 10 players 
from a 30-man shortlist.

Although the award carries no cash 
prize, it can generate huge bonuses from 
clubs and commercial partners as well as 
increasing a player’s overall market value.

Putellas, winner of the women’s award 
in 2021 and 2022, was a member of 
the Barcelona side that regained the 
Champions League last season before 
moving to London City Lionesses.

Saad Mehsud wins gold medal in MMA 
championship 2026

MUHAMMAD REHAN

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: 19-year-old Saad 
Mehsud from Dera Ismail Khan won a 
gold medal in the MMA Championship 
2026 held in Kazakhstan.

According to details, in the Nomad MMA 
Championship 2026 held in Kazakhstan, 
19-year-old Pakistani fighter Saad 
Mehsud, son of Vice President of Central 
Anjuman-e-Tajran Sher Muhammad 
Mehsud and belonging to Dera Ismail 
Khan, won the gold medal with outstand-
ing performance, bringing glory to the re-
gion and the country and nation.His hard 
work, dedication, courage and excellent 
game has created a moment of pride for 
his family and Pakistanis. Saad Mehsud 
is also National Silver Medalist 2025 and 
now he is preparing to compete for the 
championship belt. His progress is being 
described as an important achievement 
for Mixed Martial Arts in Pakistan.With 
the collaboration of Prime Minister Youth 
Program and Pakistan Mixed Martial Arts 
Federation (PMMAF), Saad Mehsud’s 
participation in the championship has 
been described as part of struggle to 
win gold medal and championship belt 
for Pakistan.

DG Sports KP conducts surprise inspection 
of Hayatabad Sports Complex
Action Taken Against Absent Employees; Focus on 
Cleanliness, Attendance and Sports Facilities

SPORTS REPORTER

PESHAWAR: Director General Sports 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Wasil Khan 
conducted an early-morning sur-
prise inspection of Hayatabad Sports 

Complex, Peshawar, to review clean-
liness, staff attendance and sports 
facilities. Action was taken against 
absent employees.

Director Establishment Nematullah 
Marwat ,  Assistant  Director 
Muhammad Ashfaq, Director 
Operations Jamshed Baloch, 
Administrator Abid Afridi, Yousaf 
Afridi and other officials accompanied 
him during the inspection.

The DG Sports visited various sports 
venues and reviewed cleanliness, mainte-
nance and available facilities. He directed 
the concerned officials to improve man-
agement, ensure timely staff attendance 
and maintain proper cleanliness across 
the complex.

Wasil Khan said that negligence and ab-
sence from duty would not be tolerated. 
He emphasized that sports complexes 
must provide quality facilities and a 
suitable environment for athletes and 
the public.

He directed officials to strengthen the 
monitoring system and ensure discipline 
and better management, adding that in-
spections would continue to improve 
sports infrastructure and facilities across 
the province.

Asia Cup Prize 
Money Dispute: KP 
Ombudsman issues 
final notice to Director 
General Sports

STAFF REPORTER

PESHAWAR: The Provincial 
Ombudsman of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
has issued a final hearing notice to the 
Director General of Sports, Culture, 
Tourism and Youth Affairs over a com-
plaint alleging that two players and a 
coach from an Asia Cup-winning team 
were denied their prize money.

According to the notice, the hearing 
has been scheduled for November 3, 
2026, at 11:00 am.

The Ombudsman Secretariat stated 
that despite repeated notices and 
reminders, the concerned department 
had not submitted a written response, 
causing delays in the disposal of the 
complaint.

The department has been directed 
to nominate an officer of BPS-17 or 
above who is fully familiar with the 
case and authorised to make deci-
sions on behalf of the department. It 
has also been instructed to produce 
the original case file and all relevant 
records at the hearing.

The notice warns that if the depart-
ment fails to appear or comply with 
the directions, the complaint may be 
decided on the basis of the available 
record without issuing any further 
notice.

The notice was signed by Shabana 
Gul, Director of Investigation at the 
Provincial Ombudsman Secretariat. A 
copy was also sent to the complainant, 
Muhammad Masood.

The complaint concerns the alleged 
non-payment of prize money to two 
players and a coach associated with 
an Asia Cup-winning team. However, 
the allegations have yet to be estab-
lished through a final decision by the 
Ombudsman. 

7-member National 
Tenpin Bowling Team 
to participate in 
28th Asian Bowling 
Championship

STAFF REPORTER○

ISLAMABAD: 7-member national 
tenpin bowling team will participate in 
the 28th Asian Bowling Championship. 
The Championship will be held from 
November 12 to 22, in Doha, Qatar. 
Secretary General, Pakistan Tenpin 
Bowling Federation, Lieutenant 
Colonel (Retd) Kamran Khalid Janjua, 
announced the names of the players 
7-member national team, including 
Ahmar Saldera, Ghazanfar Bilal, 
Abdul Moeiz, Daniyal Shah, Daniyal-
ur-Rehman, and Ejaz-ur-Rehman, 
while Amjad Ali will serve as the team 
manager. Bowlers from various Asian 
countries will participate in the 28th 
Asian Bowling Championship.

71st National Track 
Cycling Championship 
to be held in Lahore 
from December 11
ISLAMABAD: The 71st Pakistan 
National Track Cycling Championship 
2026 will be held at the Cycling 
Velodrome, Nishtar Stadium, Qaddafi 
Stadium, Lahore, from December 11 to 
13, featuring elite and junior men’s and 
women’s categories. Organised by the 
Pakistan Cycling Federation (PCF), the 
three-day championship will feature 
teams representing the Pakistan Army, 
Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC), 
Gilgit-Baltistan Scouts, Bikestan Cycling 
Academy and Crank Addicts, alongside 
cyclists from the four provinces, 
Islamabad and Gilgit-Baltistan.

Karachi’s Ayesha Hassan wins gold medal at powerlifting championship in Nepal
Hassan credits hard work, training and coach 
Usman’s guidance for her achievement

STAFF REPORTER

KARACHI: Powerlifter Ayesha Hassan 
has made Pakistan proud by winning a 
gold medal in the Masters Category 1 at 
an international powerlifting champion-
ship in Nepal.

Her achievement reflects her dedication, 
hard work and determination.

With intensive training and guidance 
from her coach, Usman, Ayesha has 
demonstrated that Pakistani women can 
excel in strength sports on the interna-

tional stage.
Usman’s OSM Fitness has played an 

important role in supporting Ayesha’s 
training and helping her reach this level 
of performance.

Powerlifter Ayesha Hassan per-
forms a bench press during an inter-
national powerlifting championship in 
Nepal.— Reporter

Powerlifter Ayesha Hassan per-
forms a bench press during an inter-
national powerlifting championship in 
Nepal.— Reporter

Under the International Powerlifting 
Federation’s rules, athletes compete in 
age and bodyweight categories, allowing 
performances to be assessed among com-
petitors in the same divisions.

The federation’s Masters I category 
covers athletes aged 40 to 49, although 
the classification used at Hassan’s 
event should be confirmed with its 
organisers.

Hassan’s victory, which has also received 
coverage from Pakistani news channels, is 
a proud moment for Karachi and Pakistan.

Her achievement can serve as an inspi-
ration to women aspiring to compete in 
strength sports and pursue excellence in 
athletics.

Changes on cards as Pakistan 
face Sri Lanka
Hosts weigh team reshuffle; Saim Ayub exits squad over poor form

STAFF REOPRTER

LAHORE: Pakistan, who have already 
qualified for the final, are expected to 
make changes to their playing XI when 
they take on Sri Lanka in their last league 
game of the ODI tri-series at Gaddafi 
Stadium Lahore on Tuesday.

Left-handed opener Saim Ayub, who 
was under an immense pressure due 
to his poor form, was released from 
the squad on Monday and replaced by 
Sahibzada Farhan. Farhan had led his T20 
side to a 2-1 victory in the three-match 
series against Sri Lanka in Rawalpindi.

Farhan was in sublime form during that 
series as a skipper, but the ODI squad had 
been announced earlier, ruling him out 
of selection at the time. He has now been 
given an opportunity and could feature in 
Tuesday’s game.

Maaz Sadqat, another hard-hitting 
left-handed opener, is also in the squad 
as cover for players carrying minor 
niggles.

Although Pakistan have managed totals 
of more than 300 in their first two games 
against Sri Lanka and England, they have 
major concerns at the top of the order. 
Fakhar Zaman has also been out of form, 
scoring only 26 runs in three matches.

Babar Azam failed to convert promising 
starts in the first two games before falling 
for just ten against England on Sunday, a 
match Pakistan won by one wicket thanks 
to Shadab Khan’s maiden ODI century.

Pakistan urgently need to promote Agha 
Salman in the batting order. The former 
Pakistan captain is in prolific form and 
could provide greater stability in the 
top order if given the opportunity to bat 
higher.

Babar, Pakistan’s Test captain, will need 
to raise his game. He should play straight 
and go deep to make the things easier for 
his side.

Naseem Shah, who has dislocated a fin-
ger on his left hand, is unlikely to return. 
Young pacer Razaullah impressed on his 
debut against England on Sunday, tak-
ing 2-38. It would be interesting to see 
what changes the team management will 
make for a game which will serve only 
as a practice show for the hosts ahead of 
their October 31 final.

The Gaddafi Stadium pitch offered as-
sistance to fast bowlers on Sunday, and 

Shaheen Shah Afridi made the most of 
the conditions, taking 4-46. He had also 
claimed 3-55 against Sri Lanka earlier in 
the series.

Tuesday’s match is crucial for Sri Lanka, 
as a victory would secure their place in 
the final against Pakistan.

If Sri Lanka lose, England will have an-
other opportunity to qualify when they 
face the islanders in their final league 
match on Thursday.

Sri Lanka are in excellent form after 
completing a record chase of 430 against 
England in their previous match, the sec-
ond-highest successful run chase in ODI 

history.
Pavan Rathnayake (130), Avishka 

Fernando (97), Dasun Shanaka (97) and 
Janith Liyanage (61) were the key con-
tributors to that remarkable victory. The 
triumph also highlighted the superb bat-
ting intelligence of Sri Lanka’s batsmen 
at a time when they prepare for the 2027 
ODI World Cup.

Sri Lanka will need to bowl well against 
a Pakistan side featuring in-form bats-
men Hasan Nawaz, Agha Salman and 
all-rounders Arafat Minhas and Shadab 
Khan, who has been in prolific form with 
the bat.
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Rashmika Mandanna 
drops truth bomb on critics
ISLAMABAD: Following their appearance on Koffee With Karan Season 9, 
Rashmika Mandanna and Vijay Deverakonda have been in the news. After 
Vijay disclosed that Rashmika had proposed to him 100 times, the couple’s 
interaction on the show caused a social media controversy. Reactions to his 
statement were divided; some social media users questioned the actor’s 
treatment of Rashmika and criticized him. Rashmika Mandanna responded 
to the criticism and defended her husband on social media a few days after 
the incident aired. The actress shared a video with the two on Instagram and 
wrote a long statement across online platforms in which she expressed how 
disappointed she was with the criticism of their relationship. The Pushpa 
actress penned, saying, “I generally don’t address these things because eve-
ryone has a right to their opinions. Sometimes, I even enjoy reading them 
and gaining a different perspective. But the current frenzy over our interview 
feels less like people having opinions and more like an angry mob looking 
for someone to vent at.” “I would do it a thousand times. 100 is nothing. It’s 
really that simple. And for those who seem to be absolutely blinded by their 
own narratives… We have both built our lives on our own terms, with our 
own choices and our own hard work. We are smart, capable adults, blessed 
with the freedom and privilege to choose how we want to live and whom 
we want to share our lives with. And we chose US,” Rashmika continued.

Health Minister meets 
MNA Abdul Qadir 
Gilani
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
National Health Services, Regulations 
and Coordination Syed Mustafa Kamal 
met Member of the National Assembly 
Abdul Qadir Gilani to discuss matters 
of mutual interest and issues related 
to the country’s health sector.

During the meeting, both sides ex-
changed views on healthcare-related 
matters and discussed issues concern-
ing the country’s health sector.

They also discussed the importance 
of continued coordination and coopera-
tion to address healthcare challenges 
and improve the delivery of health ser-
vices across the country.

DHO plans breast 
cancer awareness 
event on Oct 31
ISLAMABAD: The District Health 
Office (DHO) Islamabad has planned 
a breast cancer awareness event on 
October 31 as part of its Pinktober 
campaign to promote early detection 
and preventive healthcare. The prepa-
rations were reviewed at a meeting 
chaired by District Health Officer Dr 
Syeda Rashida Batool, where par-
ticipants discussed strategies to raise 
public awareness about breast cancer.

The meeting focused on encouraging 
early detection, promoting commu-
nity engagement and highlighting the 
importance of timely screening and 
medical consultation.

FAO, WHO, NIH to 
prioritize zoonotic 
diseases in Pakistan
ISLAMABAD; The Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) has conducted 
facilitator training for the One Health 
Zoonotic Disease Prioritization 
(OHZDP) process in Islamabad to 
strengthen coordination among 
human, animal and environmental 
health sectors.

From October 27 to 29, FAO, the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
and the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) will bring together representa-
tives from the three sectors to identify 
and prioritize zoonotic diseases of 
greatest concern in Pakistan.

DRAP, WHO launch 
drive to strengthen 
medicine safety
ISLAMABAD: The Drug Regulatory 
Authority of Pakistan (DRAP), with 
technical support from the World Health 
Organization (WHO), has launched a 
pharmacovigilance outreach campaign to 
strengthen medicine safety and encour-
age reporting of suspected adverse drug 
reactions across healthcare institutions 
and academic organisations. As part of 
the initiative, representatives of DRAP’s 
National Pharmacovigilance Centre (NPC) 
met with the Chief Executive Officer of the 
KPHCC and the Deputy Secretary of the 
provincial Health Department to discuss 
cooperation on patient safety, pharma-
covigilance and stakeholder coordination.

KP reports 51 new 
dengue cases

STAFF REPORTER

PESHAWAR; The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
has reported 51 new dengue cases in the 
past 24 hours, bringing the total number 
of infections in the province to 4,856, ac-
cording to the latest report issued by the 
Health Department on Monday.

The report stated that 199 patients are 
currently under treatment, while 4,656 
patients have recovered from the disease. 
No new dengue-related deaths were re-
ported during the past 24 hours. The 
province has recorded one death from 
dengue so far.

Kohat remains the worst-affected dis-
trict, with 2,822 reported cases, includ-
ing 132 active cases.

In Peshawar, the total number of den-
gue cases has reached 611, while 430 
cases have been reported in Khyber dis-
trict and 192 in Bannu.

The Health Department has urged citi-
zens to take precautionary measures to 
prevent the spread of dengue and seek 
medical attention if symptoms appear.

Peace in SA impossible without 
resolution of J&K issue: PM
The people of IIOJK endured immense hardship, suffering and repression: Shehbaz

STAFF REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad 
Shehbaz Sharif reiterated that Pakistan’s 
position on Jammu and Kashmir re-
mained clear, consistent and principled, 
emphasizing that lasting peace and sta-
bility in South Asia cannot be achieved 
without a just and peaceful resolution 
of the Jammu and Kashmir dispute, in 
accordance with the relevant United 
Nations Security Council resolutions and 
the aspirations of the Kashmiri people.

In a message on Jammu and Kashmir 
Black Day, being observed on October 
27, he said, “On this Jammu & Kashmir 
Black Day, the Government and people of 
Pakistan reaffirm their unwavering soli-
darity with the people of IIOJK.”

The prime minister reaffirmed that 

Pakistan would continue to extend its 
moral, diplomatic and political support to 
the Kashmiri people, and to advocate for 
their legitimate rights at every national 
and international forum.

Seventy-nine years ago, he said Indian 
forces landed in Srinagar, marking the 
beginning of a tragic chapter in the his-
tory of Jammu and Kashmir, one that 
continues to cast its long shadow over 
the region to this day.

Since then, the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir have been denied the realization 
of their inalienable right to self-determi-
nation, as affirmed in the relevant United 
Nations Security Council resolutions, he 
added.

The prime minister observed that 
the people of Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) had en-

dured immense hardship, suffering and 
repression. Yet their courage, resilience 
and unwavering resolve to secure their 
fundamental rights remain undiminished.

The sacrifices of successive generations 
stood as a powerful testament to their en-
during commitment to freedom, dignity 
and justice, he added.

“India has continued its efforts to sup-
press legitimate political expression and 
silence the voices that represent the 
aspirations of the Kashmiri people. The 
prolonged incarceration of Kashmiri po-
litical leaders, activists and human rights 
defenders remains deeply concerning. It 
underscores the need for due process, 
respect for basic liberties, and greater 
international attention to the situation 
in Jammu and Kashmir,” PM Office Media 
Wing, in a press release, quoted the prime 

minister as saying.
Since 5 August 2019, he said India had 

taken a series of unilateral measures in 
IIOJK, accompanied by sweeping restric-
tions on fundamental freedoms. These 
measures, affecting the political, legal 
and demographic character of the ter-
ritory, had drawn serious international 
attention.

“Pakistan has consistently called for 
these developments to be addressed in 
accordance with international law and 
the applicable United Nations Security 
Council resolutions,” he emphasized.

On the solemn occasion, the prime min-
ister also paid tribute to the countless 
Kashmiri men, women and children who 
had offered immense sacrifices in pursuit 
of their rights, adding that their memory 
would always be honoured. 

CHICHAWATNI: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif visits the residence of late MNA Chaudhary Muhammad Munir Azhar to offer condolences over the demise of the 
Parlimantarian in CHichawatni on Monday. — PHOTO: PID

Effective protection of human rights essential for improving country’s global 
image and international rankings: Amir Javed
All relevant institutions were directed to strengthen 
interdepartmental coordination and information-
sharing mechanisms: Member Advisory Council for Law

STAFF REPORTER

PESHAWAR: Effective protection of 
human rights has been described as a 
key factor in strengthening a country’s 
global image, international credibility 
and standing in global indicators, Member 
of the Advisory Council for Law and 
Parliamentary Affairs Amir Javed has said.

He emphasized that institutional meas-

ures for the protection of human rights 
needed to be further strengthened and 
coordinated in view of international 
benchmarks, including gender disparity, 
the Human Rights Index and GSP Plus 
requirements.

He expressed these views while chairing 
a joint meeting of the Directorate of Law 
and Human Rights, the Ombudsperson for 
Women and the Provincial Ombudsman 

in Peshawar. The meeting was convened 
in pursuance of directions issued during 
the previous meeting to strengthen in-
stitutional networking and coordination 
among the relevant departments.

It was pointed out that 13 institutions 
were working in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for 
the protection and promotion of human 
rights, with public funds being allocated 
to support their functions. The need for 
an integrated coordination and referral 
mechanism, along with a common digital 
portal, was emphasized to ensure effec-
tive utilization of resources and improved 
institutional performance.

Through the proposed digital portal, 
activities, complaints, referrals and pro-

gress reports of all relevant institutions 
would be consolidated, enabling system-
atic performance monitoring, preventing 
duplication of efforts and facilitating the 
effective resolution of public grievances.

It was further directed that the as-
sistance of the ADC Relief and Human 
Rights be sought, if required, and serious 
practical measures be taken to ensure the 
operationalization of the proposed digital 
portal.

All relevant institutions were directed 
to strengthen interdepartmental coordi-
nation and information-sharing mecha-
nisms, with particular emphasis on 
achieving measurable results in the pro-
tection and promotion of human rights.

Ayesha meets CS-KP to 
review anti-polio efforts

STAFF REPORTER

PESHAWAR: Prime Minister’s Focal 
Person on Polio Eradication Ayesha Raza 
Farooq called on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Chief Secretary Dr. Muhammad Fakhare 
Alam Irfan at the Chief Secretary’s Office 
in Peshawar on Monday, where the two 
discussed ongoing efforts to eradicate 
polio from the province.

The meeting reviewed the current polio 
situation, the outcomes of recent vacci-
nation campaigns and the challenges 
still being faced. Participants examined 

micro-planning for the campaigns, a co-
ordinated strategy, campaign monitoring 
and quality assurance, and measures to 
ensure that every child is reached.

Detailed consultations were also held 
on conducting a uniform, simultaneous 
anti-polio campaign across the entire 
province. The participants described 
the approach as crucial to controlling 
the spread of the virus. The meeting 
reaffirmed that eradicating polio is a na-
tional mission requiring collective effort, 
and that all available resources would be 
employed to achieve this goal.


